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Watkins  prevails 
against  Army 

Appeals  Court  decision  in  favor  of  openly  gay 
sergeant  is  called  legally  narrow,  but  politically 
broad 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Openly  gay  Army 
Sgt.  Perry  Watkins,  who  was  discharged 
from  the  service  in  1981  for  homosexuality, 
won  the  latest  round  in  his  nine-year  battle 
with  the  Army.  On  May  5,  the  11-member 
U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Ninth  Circuit 
ordered  the  Army  to  reinstate  Watkins.  The 
court’s  decision  is  so  narrow,  however,  that 
it  will  have  little  direct  impact  on  the  Army’s 
policy  of  excluding  gay  men  and  lesbians 
from  service  simply  because  of  their  sexual 
orientation. 

The  court  ruled  that  the  1981  regulation 
that  requires  the  Army  to  discharge  all  gay 
men  and  lesbians  regardless  of  the  length  or 
quality  of  their  military  service  could  not  be 
applied  to  Watkins,  since  the  Army  knew  of 
Watkins’  homosexuality  when  he  enlisted  in 
1967,  and  it  allowed  him  to  re-enlist  three 
times  between  1967  and  1981. 

Lesbian  and  gay  rights  advocates  express¬ 
ed  satisfaction  that  the  court  ruled  in  favor 
of  Watkins,  although  many  had  hoped  the 
appeals  panel  would  uphold  an  earlier  ruling 
in  the  case  that  found  the  exclusionary 
policy  unconstitutional  because  it 
discriminates  against  gay  men  and  lesbians. 

Sue  Hyde,  director  of  the  Privacy  Project 
at  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 


Watkins  speaking  at  Leonard  Matlovich's  funeral 
and  a  member  of  the  recently-formed  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Military  Freedom  Project, 
told  GCN,  “Perry’s  victory  in  the  Ninth 
Circuit  is  a  great  victory  for  Perry,  but ...  his 
case  doesn’t  have  any  carry-over  impact  to 
all  the  other  lesbian  and  gay  service 
members  in  the  country.  Ironically,  while 
the  Ninth  Circuit  recognized  that  Perry  had 
made  a  great  contribution  to  his  branch  of 
the  service  and  the  country,  they  failed  to 
recognize  that  Perry  is  not  unique.  His  case 
is  similar  to  those  of  thousands  of  other  les¬ 


bians  and  gay  men  who  are  rejected  from  the 
military  solely  on  the  basis  of  their  being 
gay.” 

Despite  their  disappointment  at  the  nar¬ 
rowness  of  the  court’s  decision,  some  les- 
bian/gay  legal  observers  said  that  the  case 
does,  in  fact,  have  broader  implications  in 
the  battle  against  homophobic  military 
policy. 

“Although  the  court  did  not  reach  the 
broader  issue  [of  the  constitutionality  of  the 
anti-gay  policy],  it  did  specifically  rule  that 
reinstating  this  openly  gay  soldier  would 
have  no  harmful  effect  on  the  military  mis¬ 
sion.  That  ruling  completely  undercuts  the 
Pentagon’s  position  that  homosexuality  is 
incompatible  with  military  service,”  said 
Nan  Hunter,  director  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights  Project  of  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  (ACLU).  The  ACLU  has 
represented  Watkins  since  the  case  was 
brought  against  the  Army  in  1981. 

Hunter  called  the  decision  “a  complete 
victory  for  Perry  Watkins,”  and  “a  total 
repudiation  of  the  rationale  for  the  Army’s 
exclusionary  policy.” 

William  Rubenstein,  staff  counsel  at  the 
ACLU’s  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Project, 
amplified  on  the  significance  of  this  aspect 
of  the  case.  He  said  the  court  found  Watkins 
to  be  a  highly  “respected  and  trusted” 
soldier  whose  military  service  “greatly 
benefitted  the  Army  and  therefore  the  coun¬ 
try.” 

In  doing  so,  the  court  rejected  the  argu¬ 
ment  the  military  always  makes  when  its  ex¬ 
clusionary  policy  is  challenged:  that  gay 
soldiers  have  a  detrimental  effect  on  other 
soldiers  and  that  they  undermine  the  morale 
and  discipline  of  the  armed  forces.  Ruben¬ 
stein  said  the  ruling  undercuts  this  defense  in 
future  cases  that  challenge  the  policy. 

Kathy  Gilberd  of  the  Military  Law  Task 
Force  of  the  National  Lawyers  Guild  told 
GCN  that,  “Although  the  Watkins  decision 
is  narrow  legally,  politically  it’s  an  incredi¬ 
ble  step  forward.  It’s  a  real  victory  because 
it  is  symbolic  of  the  court’s  willingness  to 
realize  that  [the  lesbians  and  gay  men  ex¬ 
cluded  by  the  policy]  are  real  human  beings 
g  and  some  of  the  best  soldiers  around.” 

>» 
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S'  To  the  Supreme  Court? 

2  If  the  Army  refuses  to  accept  the  decision 
of  the  Ninth  Circuit,  it  must  appeal  to  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court.  The  lawyer  represen¬ 
ting  the  Army  in  the  Watkins  case  was 
unavailable  for  comment  and  a  Spokesper¬ 
son  for  the  Public  Affairs  office  at  the 
Department  of  Defense  did  not  return 
GCN’ s  calls  before  presstime. 

Watkins  told  GCN  that  he  would  wait  to 
see  what  the  Army  does  before  making  a 
decision  about  re-enlisting.  He  said  he 
would  go  back  to  the  Army  “if  it’s  the  only 
way  I  can  get  my  retirement,”  but  that  the 
Continued  on  page  1 0 
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Victory  for  Ga 
Sergeant 


Gay  and  lesbian  students 
slam  ROTC 

Harvard  tries  to  reinstate  ROTC  on  the  university’s 
campus,  but  gay  and  lesbian  activists  say  no 


By  Brian  Shannon 

CAMBRIDGE,  Mass.  —  Enraged  over 
the  military’s  persecution  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  student  activists  at  Harvard  per¬ 
suaded  their  Undergraduate  Council  (UC) 
to  overturn  its  April  23  decision  to  invite  the 
Reserve  Officers  Training  Corps  (ROTC) 
back  to  the  campus.  ROTC  was  banished 
from  the  campus  in  1969  when  students  pro¬ 
tested  Harvard’s  role  in  the  Vietnam  War. 
Students  took  control  of  a  university  build¬ 
ing  and  organized  a  strike  which  entirely 
shut  down  the  university  and  led  to  the 
removal  of  ROTC.  Twenty  years  later,  the 
unifying  issue  which  is  again  galvanizing 
hundreds  of  angry  students  against  ROTC 
seems  to  be  gay  rights. 

The  UC  members  who  sought  the  rein¬ 
statement  of  ROTC  said  they  wanted  to 
make  it  more  convenient  for  Harvard 
students  to  be  members  of  ROTC.  One  hun¬ 
dred  fifty  Harvard  students  currently  travel 
to  MIT  in  order  to  participate  in  the  pro¬ 
gram.  However,  despite  the  fact  that  both 
Harvard  and  the  UC  have  policies  pro¬ 
hibiting  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sex¬ 
ual  orientation,  the  pro-ROTC  students  did 
not  anticipate  the  avalanche  of  opposition 
which  erupted  over  the  issue  of  discrimina¬ 
tion. 

Before  the  UC  reversed  itself,  Joe  Cice, 
co-chair  of  the  Bisexual,  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Students  Association,  told  GCN,  “You  can¬ 
not  compromise  civil  rights  for  convenience. 
Not  every  institution  has  anti-discrimina¬ 
tion  rules  for  bisexual,  lesbian  and  gay  peo¬ 
ple.  That’s  what  makes  it  all  the  more 
crucial  for  Harvard  to  summon  the  courage 
to  give  the  military  a  black  eye  on  this  issue. 
I  know  gay  people  in  ROTC.  They’re  hiding 
and  being  tormented.  Exemplary  officers  in 
the  Marines  are  now  sitting  in  jail  simply 
because  they’re  lesbians.  It’s  barbaric,  and  it 
won’t  be  tolerated.” 

Students  opposed  ROTC  for  different 
reasons.  Some  lambasted  what  the  consi¬ 
der  the  worldwide  violation  of  human  rights 


by  the  military.  Others  said  that  ROTC’s 
hierarchy  and  command  structure  were  “an¬ 
tithetical”  to  the  “open-minded”  environ¬ 
ment  necessary  for  a  liberal  arts  education. 
Yet  the  anti-discrimination  issue  clearly 
united  the  activists.  In  fact,  even  two  deans 
and  one  assitant  dean  supported  the  protes¬ 
ters  on  that  point.  Notably,  Harvard  Presi¬ 
dent  Derek  Bok  was  quoted  in  The  Harvard 
Crimson  as  saying  he  would  endorse  ROTC 
should  the  faculty  favor  its  return. 

The  UC  overwhelmingly  passed  the  origi¬ 
nal  invitation,  after  a  vitriolic  debate  in 
which  one  UC  member  accused  the  activists 
of  being  “offensive”  and  “unpatriotic.” 
But  after  a  week  of  lobbying  and  activism, 
the  repeal  nullified  the  decision,  passing  by  a 
43-39  vote.  Several  students  called  the 
margin  “harrowing.” 

Some  ROTC  supporters  asserted  that 
Harvard  students  in  ROTC  could  help  erad¬ 
icate  bigotry  from  the  military.  Kurt 
Wheeler,  a  member  of  the  naval  ROTC, 
said,  “We  are  saying  in  effect,  ‘Help  us  to 
help  you  solve  this  problem.’  People  have 
equated  [ROTC]  with  homophobia. 
Supporting  ROTC  does  not  make  you 
homophobic.” 

But  activist  Deepak  Bhargava  responded, 
“It’s  more  likely  the  ROTC  will  change 
Harvard  [than  that  Harvard  students  in 
ROTC  will  be  able  to  change  ROTC  from 
within].”  Using  another  anti-ROTC  argu¬ 
ment,  Robert  Mahnke,  co-sponsor  of  the 
repeal  resolution,  said,  “Ask  yourself  if 
ROTC  would  be  accepted  if  it  discriminated 
explicity  against  Jews  or  Blacks.” 

After  the  repeal  passed,  the  UC  tried  to 
vote  on  inviting  ROTC  back  to  campus, 
provided  that  the  program  eliminate  its  dis¬ 
criminatory  practices.  Activist  Deborah 
Cohen  interrupted  the  vote,  demanding 
more  debate  on  the  issue.  The  meeting  then 
Continued  on  page  12 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“These  guys  aren’t  here  to  picket!!  Their 
wives  are  so  ugly,  they  come  to  cruise  the 
gays!!” 

—  Graffiti  written  on  a  sign  in  front 
of  a  construction  site  in  Boston ’s  heavily  gay 
South  End  neighborhood.  A  mixed-gender 
group  of  construction  and  contracting 
union  members  picket  the  non-union  site 
daily. 

Community  AIDS 
research  funded 

NEW  YORK  —  Community-based  AIDS 
research  got  a  big  boost  April  27  when  the 
American  Foundation  for  AIDS  Research 
(AmFAR)  awarded  $1.4  million  to  16 
organizations  around  the  country.  The 
organizations  receiving  funding  are  all 
developing  or  expanding  the  testing  of  pro¬ 
mising  AIDS  treatments.  Often  called  Com¬ 
munity  Research  Initiatives  (CRIs)  these 
groups  differ  from  traditional  research 
facilities  because  they  allow  research  to  be 
designed  and  carried  out  by  primary  care 
physicians  working  with  their  patients. 

Locally,  the  recently  organized  CRI  of 
New  England  received  $100,000  from  Am¬ 
FAR.  Still  in  the  organizational  stages,  the 
group  is  currently  investigating  which 
treatments  to  explore. 

“I’m  real  pleased  that  AmFAR  decided 
that  the  Boston  area  is  a  good  hub  from 
which  to  provide  services  for  New  England. 
We  are  planning  on  expanding  the  services 
throughout  New  England  for  all  people  with 
AIDS  who  want  access  to  trials,”  said  Dale 
Orlando,  executive  director  of  Boston’s 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center  and  one 
of  the  organizers  of  CRI  of  New  England. 
She  said  the  grant  was  for  development  and 
would  allow  the  group  to  set  up  a  small  of¬ 
fice  with  a  staff  that  will  seek  access  to  other 
research  money  as  well  as  physicians  and  in¬ 
stitutions  interested  in  participating  in  the 
project. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Boston  city  council 
urges  passage  of  gay 
rights  bill 

BOSTON  —  The  city  council  here  passed 
a  resolution  on  May  3  urging  the 
Massachusetts  Senate  to  approve  the  Gay 
Civil  Rights  Bill.  Introduced  by  council 
member  David  Scondras,  the  resolution 
commended  the  state  House  for  passing  the 
bill  and  asked  that  the  Senate  “follow  the 
lead  of  the  house  and  acknowledge  the  will 
of  the  majority  of  Massachusetts  residents” 
by  voting  in  favor  of  the  legislation.  The 
council’s  resolution  was  approved  by  a  10-to- 
3  vote.  Councillors  Albert  O’Neil,  James 
Kelly,  and  James  Byrne  voted  against  the 
resolution. 

The  Gay  Civil  Rights  Bill  has  been  in¬ 
troduced  in  the  Massachusetts  legislature 
every  year  for  the  past  17  years.  “After  17 
years,  it’s  time  to  do  the  right  thing  and 
guarantee  equal  justice  to  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  citizens  of  Massachusetts,”  said  Scon¬ 
dras. 

Although  gay  rights  bills  have  been  in¬ 
troduced  in  many  state  legislatures  this  year, 
gay  and  lesbian  activists  are  most  optimistic 
about  passage  in  Massachusetts  and  Maine. 
Currently,  only  Wisconsin  has  a  state-wide 
gay  and  lesbian  anti-discrimination  law. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Happily  homo  at 
Harvard: 

gay/les/bi  awareness 
days  a  success 

CAMBRIDGE,  Mass.  —  Just  prior  to  a 
huge  controversy  surrounding  the  possible 
reinstatement  of  ROTC  on  Harvard’s  cam¬ 
pus  (see  related  story,  p.  1),  the  university  ex¬ 
perienced  a  ten-day  burst  of  gay  visibility 
and  celebration.  Bisexual,  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Awareness  Days  (BGLADays)  were  kicked 
off  at  an  April  7  rally  which  commemorated 
two  1969  events:  the  Stonewall  Riots  and  the 
take  over  of  Harvard’s  main  administrative 
building  by  anti-war  protestors. 


At  the  rally,  gay  activist  and  ACT 
UP/New  York  member  Aldyn  McKean, 
who  attended  Harvard  in  the  early  1970s,  in¬ 
troduced  himself  to  the  crowd  as  a  “faggot 
revolutionary.”  McKean  told  GCN that  the 
environment  at  Harvard  was  very  repressive 
when  he  was  there.  McKean  added  that  he 
never  thought  he  would  walk  hand-in-hand 
with  another  man  through  Harvard  Yard  — 
but  he  did  during  BGLADays. 

The  Bisexual,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Students 
Association  (BGLSA),  which  sponsored 
BGLADays,  was  pleased  by  the  response  on 
campus.  More  than  400  people  came  out  for 
the  Celebration  Dance  on  April  15.  Other 
BGLADays  events  included  a  panel  on  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  parenting,  and  a  “conversa¬ 
tion  about  lesbian  lives.”  BGLSA  co-chair 
Kelly  Dermody  said,”Gay  people  spend  so 
much  time  saying  it’s  not  the  environment 
[that  causes  homosexuality],  but  so  many 
people  came  out  of  the  closet  this  week  that 
I’m  not  so  sure  anymore.” 

□  Joe  Cice 


TO  All  CAY  AND  BISIXUAl  MEM  WHO  HAVE  NOT 
TAKEN  THE  HIV  ANTIBODY  TEST: 

THINK  ABOUT  IT. 


Seriously  Consider  Voluntary ,  Anonymous  Testing. 


Times  thange. 

Train*  today  h*»  a  different  meaning  than  It  did  In 
the  past.  Take  another  look  at  antibody  tearing  and 
the  crucial  difference  it  could  make. 


Earlier  is  better. 

If  you  teat  puaitivc,  yuu  have  medical  opnom  today 
that  weren't  available  before  Cloae  medical 

can  evaluate  yout  health  with  additional  tciia  One 
uf  these  teat*,  lire  *T  helper  cell  count."  can  pvt 
you t  doctor  a  flood  idea  of  how  well  yoot  immune 


Under  a  doctors 


.  AIDS  related  aympttima  at 


Infections  can  ha  detected  earlier  II  you  grt  treated 
earlier,  yuu  may  be  able  tu  alow  ot  prevent  illness 
You  and  yout  doctor  can  discuss  AZT  Eapctlmemal 

If  rou  know  whether  you're  Infected,  there  choices 


Fear  ran  be  over  tome. 

legal  professional*  who  can  help  you  work  through 
your  concerns  about  getting  tested  Your  friends  and 
the  community  will  support  you 

Testing  is  a  start. 

The  HIV  antibody  teat  only  shows  whether  you're 
Inlccted  with  HIV  Hut  studies  show  that  you  ate 

infected.  Think  about  the  test  You  can  tiart  now  to 
gather  Information  and  make  s  well  informed 


AIDS  group  changes 
stance  on  early 
testing 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  San  Francisco 
AIDS  Foundation,  supported  by  health  ex¬ 
perts,  broke  ranks  with  the  nation’s  other 
major  AIDS  prevention  groups  on  April  19 
by  urging  people  at  high  risk  for  AIDS  to  be 
tested.  The  dozens  of  AIDS  prevention 
agencies  throughout  the  United  States  have 
consistently  taken  a  “neutral”  stance  since 
the  HIV  antibody  test  was  licensed  in  1985, 
saying  the  issue  was  a  matter  of  individual  or 
personal  choice. 

The  new  pro-testing  campaign  includes 
full-page  ads  in  the  city’s  gay  newspapers 
starting  April  20  urging  gay  and  bisexual 
men  who  haven’t  had  the  HIV  antibody  test 
to  “seriously  consider  voluntary, 
anonymous  testing.” 

Dr.  David  Werdegar,  director  of  the  city’s 
public  health  department,  said,  “We’re 
making  gains  with  medical  care  of  the  pa¬ 
tient  with  HIV.  Earlier  is  better.  Earlier  in¬ 
troduction  of  health  care  works  better. 
That’s  true  of  all  health  situations  and  it’s 
true  with  HIV.”  Referring  to  this  shift  in 
AIDS  Foundation  policy,  Dr.  Werdegar 
said  simply,  “Times  change.” 

At  an  April  19  press  conference  at  the 
AIDS  Foundation’s  headquarters,  director 
Tim  Wolfred  explained  that  the  highly  re¬ 
spected  agency  had  switched  its  position  in 
part  because  most  physicians  believe  early 
treatment  with  drugs  such  as  AZT  can  help 
people  who  are  infected  with  HIV  even 
before  AIDS  develops.  Dr.  Wolfred  also 
said  preventive  treatment  with  aerosol 
pentamidine  against  pneumoscystis  carinii 
pneumonia,  the  most  common  killer  of  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS,  was  a  major  consideration  in 
the  agency’s  new  position. 

Project  Inform,  an  AIDS  treatment  in¬ 
formation  group  here,  was  also  a  major 
source  of  political  pressure  on  the  AIDS 
Foundation  to  change  its  policy.  Project  In¬ 
form  has  advocated  HIV  antibody  testing 
for  all  high-risk  groups  for  a  number  of 
years  and  repeatedly  urged  the  AIDS 
Foundation  to  revise  its  “neutral”  stance  on 
testing. 

Despite  warnings  in  a  controversial  mass 
mailing  by  the  foundation  recently  that 
AIDS  groups  which  don’t  advocate  testing 
were  encouraging  “suicide”  due  to  break¬ 
throughs  in  early  treatment  available  now, 
other  major  AIDS  prevention  groups  in  the 
country  are  maintaining  their  “personal 
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choice”  stands. 

The  Los  Angeles  AIDS  Foundation,  New 
York’s  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis,  and  Bos¬ 
ton’s  AIDS  Action  Committee  all  continue 
to  remain  ‘'neutral”  on  the  HIV  antibody 
test. 

Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Committee 
spokesperson  Tom  McCullough  said,  “We 
believe  people  need  to  decide  what’s  best  for 
themselves.  We  don’t  recommend  one  way 
or  another.” 

Politcal  observers  were  quick  to  point  out 
that  San  Francisco’s  progressive  laws  for¬ 
bidding  HIV-related  discrimination  may 
have  made  it  easier  for  the  AIDS  Founda¬ 
tion  here  to  change  its  policy.  Boston’s  Mc- 
Cullogh  agreed.  “It’s  spookier  here  [in 
Boston],”  he  said.  “There  are  fewer  guar¬ 
antees  in  place  against  discrimination  and 
less  assurance  of  confidentiality.” 

□  Keith  Clark 

AIDS  Prison  Project 
support  needed 

BOSTON  —  New  members  are  needed 
for  a  Prison  AIDS/HIV  Task  Force,  especi¬ 
ally  people  with  medical,  legal  and/or  edu¬ 
cational  experience  who  are  willing  to  work 
on  projects  involving  PWAs,  PWARCs,  and 
HIV  positive  people  in  Massachusetts  pris¬ 
ons.  Issues  include  medical  treatment,  pa¬ 
role  for  PWA/HIV  positive  prisoners  and 
AIDS  education  in  Mass,  prisons.  The 
group’s  next  meeting  is  Wed.,  May  24,  at 
AIDS  Action  Committee,  131  Clarendon 
St.,  Rm.  501,  6  p.m.  For  more  information, 
call  Mike,  426-4469. 

□  Mike  Riegle 

Older  lesbians  to 
celebrate  in 
Provincetown 

PROVINCETOWN,  Mass.  —  The  third 
annual  Golden  Threads  celebration  will  take 
place  here  on  June  16-18.  Golden  Threads, 
which  started  four  years  ago,  is  for  lesbians 
over  50,  and  for  women  interested  in  older 
women. 

Lesbians  from  all  over  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  women  from  Canada  and  Europe, 
are  expected  to  attend  this  year’s  event.  Jen¬ 
nifer  Justice,  internationally  famous 
storyteller,  will  present  stories  of  lesbian 
erotica.  Her  partner  Susan  Wilson  will  show 
slides. 

For  more  information,  contact:  Christine 
Burton,  Golden  Threads,  P.O.  Box  3177, 
Burlington,  VT  05401-0031. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Electronic  mail 
network  adds  AIDS 
info  service 

FAYVILLE,  Mass.  —  A  special  feature 
that  provides  information  about  AIDS  has 
been  added  to  Deaftek.USA,  an  electronic 
mail  network  that  is  used  by  people  who  are 
deaf  or  hard  of  hearing.  AIDS. Net  will 
allow  Deaftek.USA  users  to  both  receive 
and  share  information  about  AIDS.  If  you 
are  interested  in  knowing  more  about 
AIDS. Net  or  Deaftek.USA,  contact  Inter¬ 
national  Communications  Limited  Director 
Brenda  Monene,  P.O.  Box  81,  Fayville,  MA 
01745;  (508)  620-1777  (V/T). 

□  Kelly  Gaines 


Neo-Nazi  group 
attacks  lesbian/gay 
meeting 

SYDNEY,  Australia  —  On  Monday 
night,  April  10,  a  group  of  10  hooded  fig¬ 
ures,  dressed  in  black,  raided  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Immigration  Task  Force  meeting. 
They  seized  documents  and  took  photo¬ 
graphs  of  members  of  the  group. 

It  was  a  “copycat-style”  raid,  similar  to 
such  raids  by  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  in  the  United 
States.  Some  of  the  members  of  the  task 
force  stood  up  to  the  hooded  figures,  who 
left  in  a  hurry. 

Later  the  same  week,  Sydney  police  ar¬ 
rested  a  member  of  a  group  calling  itself  Na¬ 


tional  Action  (NA)  and  charged  him  with 
violent  disorder  in  relation  to  the  raid.  He 
was  also  charged  with  malicious  damage  to 
the  Pitt  Street  Uniting  Church  in  the  center 
of  Sydney.  For  the  past  six  months,  the 
church  and  its  minister,  the  Reverend 
Dorothy  McMahon,  have  been  subjected  to 
constant  attacks  of  this  nature. 

NA  is  a  right  wing,  extremist,  Neo-Nazi 
organization  which  has  existed  in  Australia 
for  many  years  and  is  known  to  be  racist  and 
homophobic.  During  the  past  12  months, 
NA  has  become  much  more  active  and  more 
systematic  in  its  attacks  on  people  who  sup¬ 
port  Aboriginal  Land  Rights. 

□  Kendall  Lovett 

Campus  organizing 
kits  available 

WASHINGTON  —  Gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  fighting  homophobia  on  college  cam¬ 
puses  can  now  take  advantage  of  an  organiz¬ 
ing  tool  prepared  by  the  Campus  Project  of 
the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(NGLTF).  The  publication,  “Making  It  Of¬ 
ficial:  Organizing  For  A  Policy  to  End 
Discrimination,”  outlines  strategies  for  ac¬ 
tivists  seeking  to  establish  non¬ 
discrimination  policies  at  their  schools. 

“These  practical  guidelines  are  designed 
to  help  activists  begin  the  fight  to  protect  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  on  campus,”  said  Cam¬ 
pus  Project  Director  Kevin  Berill. 

To  obtain  a  copy  of  “Making  It 
Official,”  send  one  dollar  to  NGLTF  Cam¬ 
pus  Project,  1517  U  Street,  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009.  Issues  of  the 
Campus  Project  newsletter  may  also  be 
ordered  for  a  dollar  each. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

doming  out’ 
resources  for 
prisoners 

Gay  and  lesbian  prisoners,  who  are  inside 
for  reasons  arising  mainly  out  of  poverty 
and  racial  discrimination,  are  treated  with 
much  more  contempt  than  those  of  us  out 
here  in  ‘minimum  security’.  This  is  true  both 
inside  (fewer  jobs  for  gays,  especially  now 
with  AIDS,  less  physical  safety  &  more 
parole  requirements)  and  coming  out  (many 
halfway  houses  won’t  accept  gays). 

Help  GCN  support  these  people’s  ‘com¬ 
ing  out’  (as  basically  all  of  them  do!)  by  sen¬ 
ding  us  up-to-date  tips  on  AIDS  Service 
Groups  with  prisoner  education/support 
teams,  job  &  training  opportunities,  low 
cost  temporary  housing,  and  any  other  info 
that  could  be  useful  to  someone  coming  out 
with  the  stigma  “ex-con.”  (Imagine  for  a 
moment  trying  to  set  yourself  up  in  a  new 
town  with  little  or  no  $$  and  just  out  of  the 
joint.)  Better  yet,  let  us  hear  that  we  can 
refer  people  in  your  area  to  you  for  such  info! 

Most  gay/lesbian  newspapers  don’t  even 
respond  with  a  polite  “Sorry...”  to 
prisoners  who  ask  for  penpal  ads  or  to  ex¬ 
press  themselves  in  letters.  How  about 
writing  your  local  rag  about  this.  If  they 
want  to  hear  more  about  GCIVs  experience 
with  the  Prisoner  Project,  just  have  them 
write  us.  Thanks! 

Note  to  prisoners:  You  too  can  let  us  hear 
about  groups  that  have  helped  you  or 
friends  of  yours  get  started  back  outside. 
Let  us  hear  about  them,  so  we  can  pass  the 
word  along.  □  Mike  Riegle 


Writer  George  Whitmore 


Terry  Sutton  at  a  1988  ACT  UP/SF  rally 


Remembering  Terry 


dies  of  AIDS 

By  Michael  Bronski 

NEW  YORK  —  George  Whitmore,  nov¬ 
elist,  poet,  playwright,  and  journalist,  died 
April  19  of  AIDS,  at  New  York  University 
Medical  Center.  He  was  43  years  old. 

Whitmore  was  bom  in  Denver  in  1946.  He 
attended  Bennington  College.  During  the 
Vietnam  War,  Whitmore  filed  for  conscien¬ 
tious  objector  status.  In  place  of  military 
service,  he  worked  as  the  coordinator  of 
Planned  Parenthood’s  national  abortion  re¬ 
ferral  unit  in  New  York.  After  his  tenure 
there,  Whitmore  decided  to  stay  in  Manhat¬ 
tan.  He  continued  public  service  work  at  the 
Citizens  Housing  and  Planning  Council,  a 
non-profit  organization  which  helped  facili¬ 
tate  affordable  and  low-income  housing. 

It  was  in  the  mid  ’70s  that  Whit¬ 
more  began  making  a  name  for  himself  as  a 
writer.  During  that  period,  there  was  an  ex¬ 
plosion  of  literature  written  by  gay  men. 
Whitmore  was  part  of  an  important  group 
of  writers  that  included  Robert  Ferro, 
Michael  Grumley,  Felice  Picano,  Edmund 
White,  Christopher  Cox  and  Andrew  Hol- 
leran.  This  group  met  informally  for  several 
years.  They  called  themselves  the  Violet 
Quill  Club  and  discussed  the  problems  of 
writing  autobiographical  fiction. 


Whitmore’s  first  success  was  a  play  called 
The  Caseworker,  which  was  produced  by 
Playwright  Horizons  in  1976.  Flight/Legacy 
followed  in  1979,  and  The  Rights  was  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  gay  theater  company,  The 
Glines,  in  1980.  During  this  time,  Whitmore 
began  writing  for  the  new  gay  male  maga¬ 
zine  Christopher  Street.  Christopher  Street 
showcased  new  work  by  gay  male  writers  at 
a  time  when  the  mainstream  press  did  not 
review  or  acknowledge  gay  literature. 

It  was  in  Christopher  Street  that  Whit¬ 
more  published  excerpts  from  a  novel  which 
would  eventually  be  published  in  1980  as 
The  Confessions  of  Danny  Slocum.  Clearly 
a  product  of  the  Violet  Quill  Club  meetings, 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

WEYMOUTH,  Mass.  —  The  late-night 
slaying  of  a  Canton  man,  whose  body  was 
found  at  a  rest  stop  known  to  be  a  cruising 
area  for  gay  men,  continues  to  baffle  in¬ 
vestigators.  While  the  straight  and  gay  press 
speculate  about  whether  the  April  30 
murder  of  Jerry  Brancaccio  was  an  anti-gay 
hate  crime,  spokespeople  for  the  police  and 
prosecutor’s  offices  are  not  commenting 
specifically  on  this  aspect  of  the  case. 

Police  discovered  Brancaccio,  52,  at 
about  3  a.m.  April  30  approximately  20 
yards  away  from  his  parked  car  in  a  rest  area 
off  Route  3.  He  had  been  shot  in  the  cheek 
and  behind  the  ear  at  close  range.  Brancac- 
cio’s  wallet  and  watch  were  on  his  body,  so 
investigators  say  they  have  ruled  out  rob¬ 
bery  as  a  motive  for  the  crime. 

“We’re  checking  out  many  leads,  but 
we’re  running  up  against  a  few  stone  walls,” 
said  Weymouth  police  Capt.  Rod  Rumble. 
When  asked  whether  police  were  consider¬ 
ing  the  murdeff  as  possibly  motivated  by 
homophoHia,  Rumble  said  “That  is  certain¬ 
ly  one  of  the  aspects  we’re  looking  into. 

“We  don’t  know  what  he  [Brancaccio] 
was  doing  down  there  [at  the  rest  stop],” 
said  Rumble.  “It  could  be  that  he  was  just 
going  in  there  to  urinate,  but  that  doesn’t 


Danny  Slocum  was  a  brave  step  in  gay  male 
fiction.  While  others  were  publishing  novels 
about  New  York’s  gay  nightlife  — 
Holleran’s  Dancer  From  The  Dance  being 
the  most  notable  —  Danny  Slocum  was 
about  a  gay  man  attempting  to  deal  with  sex¬ 
ual  dysfunction.  Whitmore’s  novel  was  hon¬ 
est;  it  didn’t  avoid  tangled  issues  such  as  sex¬ 
ual  desire  and  romantic  attachment.  Danny 
Slocum  brought  some  reality  to  a  world 
which  was  becoming  increasingly  portrayed 
as  nothing  but  disco,  boffing  and  poppers. 

During  the  mid  ’80s,  Whitmore  kept 
a  low  profile  within  the  literary  scene.  He 
occasionally  published  articles  in  Christo¬ 
pher  Street  and  The  New  York  Native,  and 
his  work  appeared  in  several  anthologies,  in¬ 
cluding:  A  True  Likeness,  Aphrodisiac,  and 
The  Christopher  Street  Reader.  In  1987  he 
published  a  piece  in  the  New  York  Times 
Magazine  called  “Reaching  Out  to  Some¬ 
one  with  AIDS,”  which  profiled  the  lives 
of  several  people  living  with  AIDS.  The  arti¬ 
cle  became  the  basis  for  the  non-fiction 
work  Someone  Was  Here:  Profiles  in  the 
AIDS  Epidemic,  which  was  published  in 
early  1988.  The  material  in  Someone  Was 
Here  was  supplemented  by  another  piece  he 
wrote  for  the  Times  called  “Bearing 
Witness.”  “Bearing  Witness”  detailed 
Whitmore’s  own  AIDS  diagnosis  and  his 
feelings  about  how  being  a  gay  writer  im¬ 
pacted  on  his  emotional  and  psychic  rela¬ 
tionship  to  the  disease.  “I  was  trying  to 
bargain  with  AIDS,”  he  wrote.  “If  I  wrote 
about  it,  maybe  I  wouldn’t  get  it.  But  AIDS 
didn’t  keep  its  part  of  the  bargain.” 

The  publication  of  the  two  New  York 
Times  pieces  and  Someone  Was  Here 
somewhat  overshadowed  Whitmore’s  last 
novel,  Nebraska,  published  in  late  1987. 
Nebraska  tells  the  story  of  a  young  gay  boy 
growing  up  on  a  small  farm  in  the  Midwest, 
and  his  efforts  to  understand  his  family  and 
make  sense  of  his  life.  Beautifully  written 
=  and  deeply  moving,  Nebraska  will  probably 
“  be  Whitmore’s  most  lasting  contribution  to 
j  gay  fiction. 

*->  After  he  was  diagnosed  Whitmore 
brought  a  suit  against  Northern  Dispensary, 
a  Greenwich  Village  dental  clinic,  for  refus¬ 
ing  to  treat  him  because  he  was  a  person 
with  AIDS.  The  clinic  was  eventually  found 
guilty  and  fined  $47,000  by  the  city’s 
Human  Rights  Commission.  Since  then,  it 
has  been  under  a  great  deal  of  financial 
pressure.  The  clinic  announced  several 
weeks  ago  that  it  would  close  and  reopen  as 
a  nursing  home  for  PWAs. 

Whitmore  was  also  a  member  of  the  Gay 
Academic  Union  and  the  Gay  Men’s  Health 
Crisis.  He  is  survived  by  his  lover  of  many 
years,  Michael  Canter,  as  well  as  by  his 
mother  and  sister.  □  filed  from  Boston 


mean  he’s  gay  or  he’s  a  bad  guy  or 
anything.” 

Michael  McGorty,  a  spokesperson  for  the 
Norfolk  County  District  Attorney’s  office, 
which  is  investigating  the  case  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  police,  would  only  say  the 
Brancaccio  case  “is  an  ongoing  murder  in¬ 
vestigation.” 

According  to  Rumble,  members  of  Bran- 
caccio’s  family  told  police  that  Brancaccio 
often  had  trouble  sleeping  and  would  take 
late-night  drives.  Rumble  said  that  since 
there  is  “nothing  else  [apart  from  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  the  murder]  that  would  lead  us  to 
think  it  was  an  anti-gay  thing  or  a  hate 
thing,”  police  are  reluctant  to  say  the 
murdered  man  may  have  been  at  the  rest 
stop  to  have  gay  sex. 

The  Boston  Globe's  coverage  of  the  inci¬ 
dent  describes  Brancaccio  as  “a  union 
carpenter  and  the  father  of  four  children” 
who  “did  not  fit  the  profile  of  one  who 
might  be  expected  to  be  brutally 
murdered.”  The  May  2  article  mentioned 
that  the  rest  stop  is  “well  known  as  a  gay 
cruising  spot,”  and  it  also  included  a  quote 
from  one  of  Brancaccio’s  neighbors  who 
described  him  as  “a  good  family  man.”  □ 


Sutton 

AIDS  activist  dies  at  33 

By  Carolyn  Helmke 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Earlier  this  spring, 
if  you  called  Terry  Sutton  and  he  wasn’t 
home,  you  probably  would  have  heard  these 
words  on  his  answering  machine: 

When  the  history  of  this  epidemic  is  told, 
let  it  be  known  that  gay  men,  lesbians,  and 
women  were  our  warriors;  that  we  took 
care  of  our  sick  and  we  fought  a  govern¬ 
ment  that  seemed  not  to  care.  And  we  did 
it  with  integrity,  compassion,  and  love.  Be 
well  everyone,  I  love  you. 

Terry,  one  of  the  fiercest  and  most 
dedicated  warriors  in  the  battle  against 
AIDS,  died  April  11  at  the  age  of  33,  at 
Kaiser  Hospital  in  San  Francisco. 

Two  weeks  after  Terry’s  death,  friends 
and  political  allies  from  the  AIDS  Coalition 
to  Unleash  Power  (ACT  UP)  and  Stop 
AIDS  Now  or  Else  staged  a  demonstration 
commemorating  his  life,  the  life  of  Jose 
Fernandez,  another  ACT  UP  activist,  and 
the  thousands  of  other  people  who  have 
died  of  AIDS  in  this  country  and  all  over  the 
world. 

But  the  cadre  of  300  protesters  were  as 
angry  as  they  were  sad.  They  demanded  to 
know  “Who  killed  Terry  Sutton?”  With 
raised  fists  and  pointed  fingers,  they  blamed 
the  bureaucracy  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Ad¬ 
ministration  (FDA)  and  the  profit-oriented 
pharmaceutical  company  Astra,  which  de¬ 
nied  to  Terry  the  drug  that  might  have  saved 
his  life,  Foscarnet. 

Terry  had  CMV  Retinitis,  an  opportunis¬ 
tic  infection  that  can  eventually  cause  blind¬ 
ness.  For  months  he  organized,  lobbied,  and 
demanded  access  to  Foscarnet,  a  treatment 
he  had  researched  extensively.  Terry  believ¬ 
ed  that  he  should  have  the  right  to  treat  his 
body  with  whatever  he  felt  would  improve 
his  health. 

Terry  had  been  receiving  daily  infusions 
of  DHPG,  the  only  drug  available  to  people 
with  CMV  retinitis,  outside  of  drug  pro¬ 
tocols.  In  fact,  when  the  FDA  finally  ap¬ 
proved  DHPG  treatment  for  Investigational 
New  Drug  (IND)  status,  it  was  largely  due  to 


meetings  Terry  conducted  with  Anthony 
Fauci,  head  of  the  National  Institute  for 
Contagious  and  Infectious  Diseases,  in 
which  he  passionately  challenged  the  FDA’s 
foot  dragging  in  the  approval  of  new  drugs. 

But  the  DHPG  was  ravaging  Terry’s 
blood  cells,  and  he  wanted  Foscarnet.  Ex¬ 
isting  protocols  for  Foscarnet  exclude  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  not  considered  to  have  “failed 
DHPG,”  and  failing,  for  Terry,  meant 
death. 

Thus,  the  crowds  who  gathered  for 
Terry’s  funeral  march  concluded  that  it  was 
the  FDA’s  addiction  to  red  tape  and  Astra’s 
absolute  desire  for  profits  that  killed  Terry 
Sutton. 

Terry  would  have  been  proud.  Born  in 
Iowa  and  schooled  in  Nebraska,  Terry  mov¬ 
ed  to  San  Francisco  in  1982.  He  worked  as  a 
special  education  teacher,  helping  emo¬ 
tionally  disturbed  youth. 

He  served  as  one  of  the  first  volunteers  at 
the  Shanti  Project,  and  became  a  volunteer 
in  the  Kaiser  Hospital  AIDS  ward  in  1983.  A 
pioneer  in  the  AIDS  activist  movement, 
Terry  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  AIDS 
Action  Pledge,  which  later  became  ACT 
UP/San  Francisco.  Within  ACT  UP,  Terry 
helped  found  the  People  with  Immune 
System  Disorders  (PISD)  caucus. 

From  the  beginning,  Terry  stressed  the 
importance  of  treatment  issues  and  worked 
to  empower  PWAs  so  they  could  challenge 
the  inhumane  policies  of  the  government. 
Terry  made  gaining  access  to  treatments  his 
job.  He  worked  overtime,  pushing  drug 
companies  and  the  FDA  to  release  promis¬ 
ing  new  drugs  and  make  them  available  to 
people  with  AIDS. 

Terry  was  a  key  organizer  in  an  action  at 
Burroughs-Wellcome,  manufacturer  of 
AZT.  The  action  pushed  the  company  to  ac¬ 
cess  the  drug  to  all  PWAs,  and  demanded 
that  they  stop  profiteering  off  of  the  AIDS 
epidemic.  Last  October,  Terry  was  arrested 
with  the  national  PISD  affinity  group  when 
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Join  the  GCN  Challenge! 


With  the  support  of  our  readers,  GCN  is  on  its  way 
to  meeting  its  $50,000  fundraising  goal. 

Dollar  for  dollar,  every  donation  received  by  May 
31  will  be  matched  by  a  small  group  of  anonymous 
donors,  until  we  reach  the  grand  total  of  $50,000.  So 
far,  our  readers  have  contibuted  $12,366.50,  which  is 
worth  $24,733  to  GCN  because  of  our  matching 
challenge. 

With  a  new  infusion  of  cash,  GCN  hopes  to  bring 
more  pages  of  a  better  GCN  to  more  readers  in  more 
cities  and  towns  across  the  United  States,  primarily 
through  a  major  promotional  subscription  campaign. 

Now  more  than  ever  is  the  time  to  contribute  to 
GCN.  Please  send  your  donations  to  GCN,  62 
Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116.  Checks  made  out 
to  Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foundation  or  GCN 
are  tax  deductible. 


Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  ten,  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board  of 
directors  elected  by  the  membership. 


Opinions  reflected  in  "editorials"  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members. 

The  GCN  Collective  in  alphabetical  order  by  primary  title/function  ('indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective): 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out"  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Rally  for  drug  treatment  on 
demand 

/GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  teller  sent  to 
various  community  groups.  As  of  early 
May.  the  March  is  sponsored  by  United 
Community  Advocacy  Program,  Drop  A 
Dime,  Metro  Boston  Alive,  Latino  Health 
Network,  Church  of  the  United  Communi¬ 
ty,  Boston  City  Hospital  AIDS  Clinic, 
H.O.P.E.,  (Hispanic  Office  of  Planning 
and  Evaluation),  St.  Philip  Parish /Warwick 
House,  First,  Inc.,  Women’s  AIDS  Risk 
Network,  Project  Trust,  AIDS  Action 
Committee,  Boston  AIDS  Consortium, 
ADA  A  Alcohol/ Drug  Abuse  Assoc.  J 

Dear  Friends: 

We  are  at  war.  In  Boston  and  in  all  of 
Massachusetts,  the  effects  of  drug  use 
threaten  all  of  us  —  our  neighbors,  our 
families  and  our  children.  As  a  society,  our 
health  and  future  is  in  jeopardy,  frighten¬ 
ingly  so. 

We  have  an  opportunity  to  fight  back.  On 
Wednesday,  May  17,  there  will  be  a  march 
and  rally  to  call  for  drug  treatments  on  de¬ 
mand.  This  is  our  chance  to  make  a  power¬ 
ful  statement  to  Gov.  Dukakis,  to  Mayor 
Flynn,  to  state  legislators  and  to  the  citizens 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

We  all  need  to  join  with  the  other  con¬ 
cerned  members  of  our  communities,  in¬ 
cluding  recovering  addicts  and  their  loved 
ones,  drug  treatment  providers  and  those  on 
treatment  waiting  lists,  in  this  important 
demonstration. 


The  issues  are  complicated.  Solutions  are 
complicated.  But  on  May  17,  we  will  say 
loudly,  clearly  and  visibly  that  state  and 
local  lawmakers  must  commit  more  money 
to  drug  treatment  now,  or  our  future  costs 
will  soar.  The  most  dramatic  cost  —  and  loss 

—  will  be  in  human  lives. 

Those  seeking  treatment  in  Massachusetts 
are  younger  than  ever  before.  The  price  of 
drugs  has  decreased.  The  availability  of 
crack  has  exploded.  The  number  of  drug 
users  with  AIDS  is  skyrocketing.  More  and 
more  partners  and  children  of  addicts  are 
getting  infected  with  HIV,  the  virus  which 
causes  AIDS. 

We  don’t  have  time  to  spare.  We  cannot 
afford  to  turn  this  battle  against  each  other 

—  agency  against  agency  or  community 
against  community.  Providers  of  AIDS  ser¬ 
vices  and  drug  treatment  AGREE  that  drug 
treatment  ought  to  be  available  to  anyone 
who  needs  it,  and  in  many  different 
modalities. 

Of  the  2,269  people  diagnosed  with  AIDS 
in  Massachusetts,  482  (21  percent)  have 
been  intravenous  drug  users,  as  of  April  30, 
1989.  Most  people  infected  through 
heterosexual  transmission  are  infected 
because  they  had  unprotected  sexual  contact 
with  a  drug  user.  Most  babies  born  infected 
are  children  of  at  least  one  addict. 

AIDS  ACTION  Committee  (AAC)  has 
provided  services  to  addicts  and  their 
families  since  1983.  Almost  30  percent  of 
our  clients  at  AAC  have  a  history  of  in¬ 
travenous  drug  use.  Another  9  percent  were 
infected  through  sex  with  infected 
heterosexual  partners,  often  addicts.  At 
AIDS  Project  Worcester,  78  percent  of  the 
clients  have  a  history  of  intravenous  drug 
use,  as  of  March  1989. 

The  picture  is  getting  worse  for  addicts, 
and  we  need  to  act  now.  Drug  treatment 
should  be  available  regardless  of  AIDS,  but 
AIDS  is  not  going  to  disappear.  AIDS  only 
makes  the  need  for  drug  treatment  more 
urgent. 

Walk  with  us  on  May  17.  Join  us  at  noon 
at  the  Church  of  the  United  Community, 
1 16  Roxbury  St.,  across  from  Madison  Park 
High  School  in  Roxbury.  We  will  march  at  1 :00 
p.m.  to  the  State  House.  At  the  very  least, 
please  circulate  the  enclosed  flyers  and  peti¬ 
tions  to  show'  your  dedication  to  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  addicts  in  Massachusetts,  w  henever 
they  are  ready  to  seek  help. 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


Without  Borders:  anarchists 
seek  prisoners’  art  &  writing 

Dear  GCN : 

This  summer  people  from  all  over  the 
world  are  coming  to  San  Francisco,  July 
20-25,  to  the  Without  Borders  Anarchist 
Convention.  ‘Without  Borders’  means  a 
lack  of  barriers  and  confining  ideologies 
that  destroy  our  global  community. 

We  want  you  prisoners  to  be  there  with 
your  artwork  and  your  writing,  which  will 
be  displayed  on  a  very  large  wall  mural/ 
collage  during  the  conference.  We  want  to 
show  that  despite  your  incarceration,  your 
spirit  is  still  out  among  us.  Send  us  your 
stories,  your  poetry,  your  cartoons,  and 
your  paintings.  Be  Creative!  Get  whole 
groups  of  you  to  work  together  on  some¬ 
thing  if  you  like. 

We  want  the  participation  of  everyone 
who  feels,  as  we  do,  that  our  future  depends 
not  on  the  state,  but  on  our  groupings  that 
we  freely  make  with  each  other.  Spread  the 
word!  Mail  your  work  to:  Without  Borders, 
1369  Haight  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94117. 

■  In  Solidarity, 

Without  Borders  Anarchist  Conference 

It’s  called  ‘Divide  &  Rule’ 

Dear  GCN: 

When  I  arrived  here  at  Milan  I  was  placed 
in  a  room  with  a  Mexican  man  who  spoke 
little  or  no  English.  After  about  a  week  he 
heard  rumors  that  I  had  AIDS  and  I  was 
told  to  get  out.  So  I  did,  for  health  purposes. 

Then...  I  was  placed  with  a  Puerto  Rican 
man  who  also  3  days  later  told  me  to  get  out 
or  else.  So  I  did.  You  understand. 

Then  I  was  placed  with  a  Cuban  inmate 
who  spoke  no  English. He  ‘heard  the  rumor’ 
that  I  had  AIDS  also.  And  he  was  not  happy 
either  about  the  police  waking  me  up  at  2am 
for  my  AZT.  He  asked  me  to  get  out  because 
I  disturbed  his  sleep.  I  was  tired  and  told  him 
to  talk  to  his  counselor  and  he  attacked  me. 

Well,  we  were  both  charged  with  fighting 
and  both  just  received  30  days  in  isolation 
and  I’ve  been  written  up  for  yet  another 
transfer  to  another  prison. 

They  could  put  me  in  a  cell  by  myself  or 
with  someone  who  I  could  talk  to,  or  who 
just  plain  didn’t  mind. 
fPris.  Proj.  note:  Jim  has  been  successfully 
publishing  a  newsletter  for 
PW A  s/P  W A  R  Cs/H I  Vs  in  prison  for 
several  months  now,  in  spite  of  the  many 
transfers  (‘bus  therapy’)  the  feds  have  put 
him  through,  to  disconnect  him  from  fami¬ 
ly,  friends  and  the  PWAs  he  has  been 
organizing.  Being  a  federal  prisoner,  he 
can’t  receive  mail  from  other  prisoners. 
Support  for  his  efforts  can  be  sent  c/o 
Byron  Merton,  1407  E.  Brady,  No.  520, 
Milwaukee,  WI 53202.) 

Life  goes  on,  eh? 
Jim  Magner 
38670-019 

_  Box  1000-D 

■  Milan,  MI  48160 

Dykecydes  built  for  two 

Dear  GCN: 

Enclosed  is  a  tune  in  honor  of  Gay/Les¬ 
bian  Pride. 

Lesbi  More  Than  Friends 
Lesbi  Lesbi 

Lesbi  much  more  than  friends 
About  each  other,  we’re  crazy 
So  why  otherwise  pretend? 

We  don ’t  have  to  be  monogamous 
Together  we  ’ll  be  more  autonomous ! 

So  let 's  take  a  ride 
To  Gay/Lesbian  Pride 
On  a  dykecycle  built, 
a  dykecycle  built 
a  dykecycle  built  for  two ! 


Lyrics:  Ann  Carol  Abrams  ©  1987 

Sincerely, 

.  Ann  Abrams 

Brookline,  Mass. 


Creating  a  strong  and 
united  lesbian  and  gay 
coalition  movement 


Part  2  of  2 

By  Mickey  Wheatley 

In  part  1,  [GCN,  May  7-13],  I  described 
the  historical  development  of  the  contem¬ 
porary  lesbian  and  gay  political  landscape.  I 
argued  that  the  community  is  divided  into 
three  currents,  the  assimilationist,  the 
separatist  and  the  militant,  and  that  these 
currents,  each  valuable  in  their  own  ways, 
and  each  with  particular  weaknesses,  must 
stop  dishing  each  other  and  learn  to  work 
together  to  fight  the  greater  enemy  —  heter¬ 
osexist,  sexist,  anti-sex  oppression  that  con¬ 
tinues  to  destroy  us  through  AIDS,  vio¬ 
lence,  suicide  and  wasted  lives.  In  this  part,  I 
detail  each  current’s  strengths  and 
weaknesses,  and  suggest  approaches  for  col¬ 
laboration.  I  believe  that  together  we  create 
a  powerful  alliance  that  can  dare  to  make  a 
difference. 

Assimilationists  attack  the  separatists  and 
the  militants,  arguing  that  they  are  counter¬ 
productive  to  gaining  widespread  accep¬ 
tance.  Assimilationists  argue  that  many 
separatists  present  themselves  as  too  ex¬ 
travagant,  too  exaggerated  to  be  accepted. 
Hence,  Gay  Pride  parades,  controlled  in 
most  cities  by  assimilationists,  often 
downplay  participation  by  butch  dykes, 
drag  queens,  and  controversial  groups  like 
NAMBLA  [North  American  Man  Boy  Love 
Association], 

The  motivation  behind  these  restrictions 
is  to  show  a  hostile  world  that  we  are  not 
aliens,  but  human  beings,  deserving  of  the 
same  love  and  support  as  everybody  else. 
The  assimilationist  approach  recognizes 
that  some  lesbian  and  gay  people  can  pass  as 
heterosexuals,  that  the  most  heterosexual¬ 
acting  in  our  community  are  the  least  likely 
to  be  perceived  as  lesbian  or  gay,  and  that 
therefore  heterosexuals  will  assume  that  on¬ 
ly  the  more  flamboyant  members  of  our 
community  are  lesbian  or  gay.  The  assimila¬ 
tionists  are  trying  to  bring  a  balance  to  the 
outside  misperception  of  our  community. 

This  assimilationist  work  is  important 
and  should  continue.  We  do  have  a  full 
spectrum  of  politics  and  personality  types  in 
our  community,  and  our  diversity  should  be 
made  clear  to  the  media  world  view.  Contin¬ 
uing  to  educate  those  of  us  most  able  to 
“pass”  about  the  importance  of  coming  out 
is  the  most  crucial  work  of  the  assimila¬ 
tionists.  Continuing  to  educate  courts, 
legislatures  and  the  rest  of  heterosexual 
culture  about  our  lives  and  issues  is  also 
crucial,  because  we  cannot  escape  state  op¬ 
pression,  whether  it  takes  the  form  of 
separating  us  from  our  children  or  lovers, 
prohibiting  the  full  expression  of  our  sex¬ 
uality,  or  allowing  us  to  continue  to  grow 
sick  and  die. 

Yet  the  time  has  come  for  assimilationists 
to  grow  tolerant  of  the  more  radical  or  “ec¬ 
centric”  fringe  of  our  community,  just  as  it 
asks  the  heterosexual  culture  to  grow  toler¬ 
ant  of  them.  It  is  not  a  responsible  analysis 
for  assimilationists  to  ask  the  rest  of  us  to 
cultivate  a  more  heterosexual  or  mainstream 
personal  style  or  politics,  just  as  assimila¬ 
tionists  refuse  to  become  heterosexual. 
First,  assimilationists  should  recognize  that 
even  when  we  put  on  a  three-piece  suit,  we 
are  still  largely  despised  because  we  repre¬ 
sent  a  major  threat  to  patriarchal  culture. 
Second,  our  politics  and  personalities  are  as 
central  to  us  as  our  sexual  orientation,  and 
should  be  celebrated,  not  oppressed.  We 
cannot  win  our  liberation  by  becoming  our 
oppressors,  but  rather  by  becoming  most 
fully  and  openly  ourselves.  Let’s  challenge 
our  oppressors  and  each  other  to  embrace 
differences  of  sexual  orientation  and 
lifestyle. 

The  time  has  also  come  for  assimila¬ 
tionists  to  recognize  the  importance  of  a  mili¬ 
tant  response  to  our  oppression.  It  does  not 
help  our  cause  to  dish  our  more  militant 
sisters  and  brothers  for  not  trying  to  get 
along  with  the  powers  that  be.  The  assimila¬ 
tionists  have  been  trying  the  polite  approach 
for  20  years.  It  is  increasingly  clear  that, 
alone,  that  approach  is  inadequate  to  create 
a  significant  change  in  the  status  quo,  a 
change  becoming  more  imperative  with  each 
passing  day. 


The  separatists  have  also  attacked  the 
other  currents.  Separatists  argue  that  the 
assimilationists  and  the  new  militants  fail  to 
discover  their  true  identity.  The  separatist 
critique  of  the  assimilationist  and  the  mili¬ 
tant  currents  is  legitimate.  Both  have  focus¬ 
ed  their  political  strategies  narrowly,  and  are 
often  at  odds  with  a  long-term  agenda  for 
significant  social  change.  Separatists  are  too 
quick,  however,  to  write  off  these  currents 
as  at  best  reactionary,  and  at  worst,  fascis- 
tic.  The  militant  current  is  very  young  his¬ 
torically,  and  is  being  organized  for  the 
most  part  by  young  people.  This  current  has 
not  yet  had  a  time  to  mature  into  a  self- 
reflective  force.  The  separatists  should  work 
with  this  budding  force  to  help  shape  it  for 
the  tense  and  trying  years  that  lie  ahead,  ful¬ 
ly  understanding  that  the  action-oriented 
militants  may  often  prefer  not  to  listen. 

Separatists  and  assimilationists  can  also 
work  together.  As  assimilationists  go  about 
the  task  of  trying  to  convince  courts  and 
legislatures  to  grant  us  rights  in  law, 
separatists  can  help  assure  that  the  concerns 
of  all  members  of  our  diverse  community 
are  being  addressed  by  the  assimilationists 
when  they  purport  to  speak  for  us.  Separa¬ 
tists  should  recognize  that  obtaining  civil 
rights,  while  not  the  end  of  our  liberation, 
represents  an  important  foundation  for  pro¬ 
tecting  us  as  we  struggle  for  more  significant 
change.  Separatists  should  celebrate  the 
assimilationist  focus  on  this  work. 

Finally,  the  militants  accuse  the  older, 
more  established  separatist  and  assimila¬ 
tionist  currents  of  failing  to  overcome  op¬ 
pression,  and  therefore  being  wholly  inef¬ 
fective.  The  militants  are  correct  in  their 
analysis  that  the  other  approaches  alone 
cannot  create  significant  social  change.  The 
militants  have  proven  that  significant  gains 
are  more  readily  achievable  when  the  pres¬ 
sure  of  direct  and  visible  action  is  applied 
against  the  state. 

However,  the  militants  have  been  too 
harsh  in  their  assessment  of  the  other  cur¬ 
rents,  failing  to  see  their  strengths  and  gains, 
and  thereby  failing  to  learn  some  important 
organizing  lessons.  This  naive  over-reaction 
to  the  failures  of  the  older  groups  is 
understandable  as  the  new  groups  assert 
their  own  tactics  and  independence.  How¬ 
ever,  this  intolerance  of  the  importance  of 
other  ways  of  working  is  destructive  to  the 
long-range  goals  of  building  strong  and 
united  coalitions.  It  also  inhibits  the  new 
current  by  isolating  it  from  legitimate  criti¬ 
cism  of  some  of  its  tactics,  or  the  narrowness 
of  its  concerns.  Militants  must  be  open  to 
constructive  criticism  from  other  parts  of 
the  lesbian  and  gay,  and  other  progressive 
communities. 

Militant  lesbians  and  gays  can  learn  from 
separatists  about  a  more  expansive  and 
reflective  vision  for  our  collective  future 
that  sees  beyond  the  immediate  devastation 
wrought  by  AIDS.  At  the  same  time,  we  can 
learn  more  sophistication  in  our  strategies 
that  more  explicitly  includes  the  assimila¬ 
tionists  in  their  role  as  mediators  with  the 
state.  Militants  can  work  with  assimilation¬ 
ists  to  create  a  volatile  political  climate  that 
the  assimilationists  can  use  to  help  secure 
our  basic  civil  rights. 

If  we  can  overcome  the  mistrust  that  we 
have  of  each  other,  we  can  create  a  force 
whose  emanations  will  be  felt  throughout 
the  world  and  for  decades  into  the  future. 
The  separatists  will  provide  us  with  vision, 
magic  and  healing.  The  militants  will  pro¬ 
vide  us  with  the  courage  and  tactics  to 
directly  challenge  our  oppressors.  And  the 
assimilationists  will  mediate  between  us  and 
those  oppresssors  and  show  them  that  we 
are  truly  everywhere. 

Mickey  Wheatley  was  formerly  a  staff  at¬ 
torney  with  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Ed¬ 
ucation  Fund  in  New  York  and  is  currently 
helping  to  organize  Stonewall  twentieth  an¬ 
niversary  celebrations  in  New  York  City. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  Speaking  Out 
are  those  of  the  authors)  and  are  not  intend¬ 
ed  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  mem¬ 
bership. 


Hello/Goodbye 

You  know  how  sometimes  you  walk  into  a  re¬ 
volving  door  and  the  person  in  front  of  you  is 
pushing  really  fast  and  then  someone  jumps  into  the 
section  right  behind  you  and  starts  shoving  like  a 
maniac  and  you  fee!  swept  off  your  feet  and  almost 
like  you  might  get  caught  in  the  revolving  door  go¬ 
ing  around  and  around  until  infinity? 

Well,  you  should  try  working  here. 

Chris  Bull,  GCN’s  National  Reporter  and  Cir¬ 
culation  Coordinator  for  nearly  two  years,  left  a 
few  weeks  ago  to  find  his  destiny  in  the  Big  Apple. 
Oh,  how  we'll  miss  his  provocative  looks  and  his 
cute  stories  (or  was  it  the  other  way  around!).  Of 
course,  we  haven't  heard  word  one  from  him  since 
he  left  town  so  we  can  only  hope  that  if  he's  reading 
this  he  knows  we  wish  him  the  best  of  luck! 

Jennie  McKnight  truly  got  caught  in  the  revolving 
door.  She  finished  up  one  day  as  the  News  Editrix 
and  started  the  next  day  as  National  Reporter  and 
Circulation  Co-coordinator.  Welcome  back  Jennie, 
your  dreams  were  your  ticket  out.  Welcome  back, 
to  that  same  old  place  you  used  to  laugh  about. 

Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves  becomes  the  all-new 
temporary  Promo-Homo  next  week  —  many 
readers  will  remember  Marcos  as  our  National 
Reporter  and  Circulation  Coordinator  from  the 
B.C.B.  (Before  Chris  Bull)  Era.  Welcome  back  Mar¬ 
cos,  your  dreams  were  your  ticket  out.. .oh,  never 
mind! 

Kelly  Gaines  joins  the  crew  as  the  permanent 
brand  new  News  Editrix  where  her  attention  to 
detail  and  limitless  ability  to  quote  pertinent  lines 
from  every  'Brady  Bunch’  episode  should  keep  the 
typesetter  quiet  on  Thursday  nights.  Welcome 
aboard  Kelly,  and  remember,  that’s  the  way  we  all 
became  the  Collective  Bunch. 

Meanwhile,  we  are  now  advertising  for  a  new 
Coordinating  Editor,  Art  Directrix,  and  a  perma¬ 
nent  Promotions/Classified  Coordinator,  all  posi¬ 
tions  to  be  filled  by  the  end  of  the  summer.  Then 
we  plan  to  lock  the  doors  and  never  let  anyone 
leave  ever  again. 


GCN  Job  Openings 

Art  Director 
Coordinating  Editor 

Art  Director:  Available  late-June.  Main¬ 
tain  overall  design  of  the  paper  and  oversee 
the  layout  and  proofreading  functions  on  pro¬ 
duction  night.  Design  centerspread  and  cover 
graphics  (or  assign  to  volunteer  artists),  week¬ 
ly  display  advertisements,  as  well  as  promo¬ 
tional  materials,  pamphlets,  etc.  Oversee 
calendar  coordination. 

Qualifications:  Strong  graphic  design 
skills.  Familiarity  with  type  specification, 
paste-up,  knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  pro¬ 
duction  and  printing  techniques,  and  previous 
related  experience  preferred,  but  training  is 
available. 

Deadline  for  application:  May  23. 

Coordinating  Editor:  Available  mid-July. 
Provide  overall  coordination  and  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  financial,  administrative,  and  public 
relations  aspects  of  GCN.  Edit  and  layout  the 
“Community  Voices”  section  of  the  news¬ 
paper.  Develop  yearly  budgets,  financial 
strategies,  and  fundraising  projects.  Coor¬ 
dinate  the  GCN  membership,  including  staff, 
Board  members,  and  volunteers. 

Qualifications:  Strong  editing,  ad¬ 
ministrative  and  financial  skills  and  experience; 
production  experience  and  experience  with 
non-profit  administration  helpful;  strong  in¬ 
terpersonal  and  group  meeting  skills  helpful. 

Deadline  for  application:  June  9. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment 
to  gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a 
commitment  to  the  collective  decision-making 
process. 

Salary/benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$200/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff 
members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs, 
with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innova¬ 
tion. 

To  apply  for  these  positions,  please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  to  GCN  Job  Search 
Committee,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


Lesbian  visibility:  ‘we’re 
safer  than  we  think’ 


By  Linda  L.  Anderson 

Being  an  out  lesbian  is  different  from 
coming  out  as  a  lesbian.  The  former  implies 
an  ongoing  visibility,  while  the  latter  is 
mainly  an  acknowledgment.  Being  out  helps 
us  love  ourselves  and  one  another  more  ful¬ 
ly.  Hiding  our  lesbianism  or  coming  out  on¬ 
ly  when  we  feel  it’s  completely  safe  —  living 
“in  the  closet”  —  damages  us  and  our  com¬ 
munities,  perpetuating  the  hatred  and  fear 
so  common  to  us  all. 

One  of  the  most  destructive  results  of  be¬ 
ing  closeted  as  a  lesbian  is  the  psychic  stress 
and  drain  associated  with  hiding  the  most 
central  part  of  a  lesbian’s  character  —  our 
affectional  and  sexual  identity.  Holisitc  ap¬ 
proaches  to  living  emphasize  integrating  our 
emotional,  intellectual,  physical  and  spiritu¬ 
al  selves  into  one  rich  and  deep  being  in 
order  to  achieve  our  healthiest  state.  I  see 
lesbian  “outness”  as  essential  to  this  goal. 

Staying  in  the  closet  takes  its  toll  daily. 
Consider  some  of  the  more  obvious  price 
tags:  going  to  work  on  Monday  morning 
after  attending  a  particularly  fine  lesbian 
event  over  the  weekend  and  not  feeling  able 
to  share  this  with  your  co-workers;  describ¬ 
ing  your  live-in  lover  to  your  parents  as  a 
roommate;  hearing  a  vicious  anti-lesbian  re¬ 
mark  and  letting  it  go  unchallenged  for  fear 
you’ll  be  found  out;  losing  a  woman  lover 
and  trying  to  hide  your  grief  and  pain 
because  you  haven’t  told  those  around  you 
about  the  involvement  in  the  first  place; 
claiming  you’re  just  not  ready  to  get  involv¬ 
ed  when  someone  offers  to  change  your 
single  status  by  introducing  you  to  some 
“really  nice  guy”;  being  unwilling  to  work 
on  a  political  project  geared  towards  les¬ 
bians  or  gay  men  because  you  think  being 
associated  with  the  group  will  blow  your 
cover;  squelching  your  feminist  values  in 
order  to  avoid  the  prevailing  attitude  that 
feminist  =  lesbian  =  man-hater;  refusing  to 
subscribe  to  or  write  for  lesbian  or  gay 
publications  because  you  don’t  want  your 
mother/mailman/landlady  to  figure  out  the 
truth  from  your  mail. 

All  of  these  examples  appear  to  be  blam¬ 
ing  only  the  outside  world,  but  they  can  also 
be  an  indication  of  self-hatred  on  the  part  of 
the  closeted  lesbian,  a  kind  of  internalized 
homophobia  or  lesbophobia.  It’s  true  that 
parents  may  reject  us,  job  security  is  some¬ 
times  threatened,  our  children  can  be  taken 
away,  harassment  for  how  we  look  or 
behave  can  be  around  any  corner,  and  at 
worst,  we  can  be  killed  for  loving  the 
“wrong”  person.  But  I  think  we  have  a 
responsibility  to  challenge  the  ways  in  which 
we  feel  our  lesbianism  is  the  most  horrible 
thing  we  could  reveal.  Lesbianism  ought  to 
be  a  source  of  pride  and  joy,  and  I  suggest 
that  we’re  often  safer  than  we  think,  but  we 
refuse  to  even  test  the  limits. 

Our  visibility  is  crucial  to  ending  discrimi¬ 
nation.  Changing  people’s  minds  about 
their  fear  of  lesbians  occurs  when  a  flesh  and 
blood  woman  whom  they  already  like, 
whom  they  know  to  be  a  trustworthy  friend 
or  employee,  who  already  exists  as  a  person 
reveals  her  sexual  identity  and  how  that  fits 
into  her  day  to  day  life.  This  added  informa¬ 
tion  forces  them  to  re-evaluate  the  prejudice 
they  hold,  since  it  no  longer  fits  with  reality. 
(I  think  this  is  also  an  important  strategy  for 
helping  to  pass  the  gay  rights  bill.)  Besides, 
there  are  many  other  reasons  to  be  targetted 
for  discrimination  —  being  a  woman,  being 
Black,  being  a  feminist,  being  fat,  being 
disabled,  being  old.  Hiding  our  lesbianism 
offers  a  false  sense  of  security.  If  someone  is 
determined  to  get  you,  they’ll  find  a  way. 
Chances  are  that  many  people  already  know 
you’re  a  lesbian  anyway,  as  much  as  by  what 
you  don’t  say  as  by  what  you  do.  At  least  if 
you’re  visible  they  can’t  covertly  use  that 
against  you;  the  fear  of  being  exposed  is 
gone.  And  being  out  helps  us  support  one 
another  when  the  shit  hits  the  fan.  If  so¬ 
meone’s  going  to  hassle  or  fire  you  for  being 
a  lesbian,  you’ll  need  allies  nearby. 

Job  security  is  often  a  primary  rationale 
for  staying  in  the  closet.  But  more  than 
purely  trying  to  protect  our  jobs,  I  perceive  a 
growing  number  of  lesbians  moving  toward 
a  kind  of  unexamined  appropriation  of 
mainstream  values.  Buying  houses,  getting 
“married,”  competing  for  high  paying  jobs 
in  business  or  finance,  having  babies  and 
taking  on  the  American  “dream”  in  a  les¬ 
bian  nuclear  family  way  becomes  the  focus 


of  our  energy.  This  can  minimize  or  exclude 
outright  any  kind  of  lesbian  political  aware¬ 
ness,  much  less  activism.  American  culture 
has  strong  and  persuasive  messages  that  suc¬ 
cess  is  defined  in  terms  of  money  and  ac¬ 
quisitions  and  other  kinds  of  “normal” 
achievements.  And  while  we  have  an  ab¬ 
solute  right  as  lesbians  to  a  secure  job,  home 
and  family  life,  I  want  us  to  look  at  some  of 
the  consequences  that  might  result  from  try¬ 
ing  to  achieve  certain  goals  that  demand 
compromises  and  denials  that  deaden  the 
spirit  and  often  damage  our  physical  health. 
I  want  us  to  look  at  our  priorities  and  the 
ways  we  sell  out,  how  we  take  the  $40,000  a 
year  job  for  the  money  with  full  knowledge 
that  we  may  have  to  pass  for  straight  the 
whole  time,  thereby  diminishing  our  les¬ 
bianism.  We  think  it’s  only  a  small  part  of 
our  lives,  and  we  can  live  it  after  five  o’clock 
and  on  weekends.  This  reinforces  the  myth 
that  lesbianism  is  a  matter  of  sexual 
preference  only  and  needn’t  be  given  any 
more  consideration  than  that. 

Or  we  spend  two  days  “de-lesbianizing” 
our  apartment  before  mom  and  dad  show 
up  for  a  visit  —  taking  down  posters,  remov¬ 
ing  books  from  the  shelves,  putting  the  lover 
in  the  guest  bedroom  —  because  we  fear  that 
if  they  knew  we  were  gay,  they  wouldn’t  love 
us  or  maybe  would  even  cut  us  out  of  the 
will.  What  kind  of  love  is  it  that  rests  on  fit¬ 
ting  into  someone  else’s  idea  of  who  we 
should  be? 

A  relationship  between  friends  or  lovers  is 
often  burdened  and  less  than  it  could  be 
when  it  takes  place  in  a  closet.  Not  feeling 
able  to  talk  about  her  freely,  or  hug,  or  take 
phone  calls;  not  attending  social  events  to¬ 
gether  except  those  for  gays,  or  avoiding 
events  entirely;  the  tension  at  family  gather¬ 
ings;  the  nagging  sense  that  there’s  some¬ 
thing  wrong  with  the  relationship;  sexual  in¬ 
hibition  from  the  internal  censors  —  all  of 
this  is  a  heavy  weight  to  bear  along  with  all 
the  other  demands  of  intimacy. 

Discovering  the  lesbian  in  a  crowd 
because  she’s  wearing  a  labyris  or  a  pink  tri¬ 
angle  or  a  double  women’s  symbol,  or  be¬ 
cause  you  overhear  a  conversation  she’s 
having  about  a  lesbian  event  or  book  elimi¬ 
nates  the  guessing  game  and  we  can  get  right 
to  the  heart  of  the  matter  —  connecting  with 
another  lesbian.  It’s  hard  enough  for  us  to 
find  one  another  without  veiling  our  iden¬ 
tities.  Relying  on  bars  or  the  all-too-few 
women’s/lesbian  cultural  events  in  order  to 
meet  other  lesbians  is  too  lonely  and  creates 
too  much  pressure. 

Those  of  us  who  are  visible  as  lesbians 
often  take  the  risks  for  others  and  get  peg¬ 
ged  as  the  “political  ones,”  tokenized  and 
scapegoated.  It’s  always  the  same  out  les¬ 
bians  who  are  called  upon  to  represent  us, 
the  same  ones  asked  to  stick  their  necks  out 
and,  ironically,  the  same  ones  who  get  the 
praise  for  being  so  “brave.”  This  praise  can 
ring  hollow  especially  when  it  comes  from 
other  lesbians  who  aren’t  willing  to  do  their 
part. 

Women  just  embracing  their  lesbianism 
need  role  models,  and  all  straight  women 
need  to  know  there’s  an  alternative  to 
heterosexuality.  These  women  can’t  find  us 
if  we’re  invisible. 

Clearly,  not  everyone  can  be  safely  out  at 
this  point  in  time:  those  of  us  in  certain  parts 
of  the  education  field,  living  in  repressive  at¬ 
mospheres  in  some  rural  parts  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  lesbians  fighting  custody  battles.  But  we 
need  to  honestly  evaluate  how  much  is  irra¬ 
tional  fear  and  how  much  is  genuine  threat  if 
we’re  going  to  test  the  limits  of  oppression 
and  live  out  our  commitment  to  women 
more  passionately.  And  some  calculated 
risk  taking  has  to  happen.  Why  not  start 
support  groups  for  lesbians  who  want  to  be 
more  visible?  Even  a  gay  civil  rights  bill,  as 
essential  and  necessary  a  first  step  as  it  is, 
will  not  automatically  get  rid  of  the  closets. 
That’s  a  struggle  that  happens  from  the  in¬ 
side  out. 

Linda  L.  Anderson  is  a  writer  living  in 
Connecticut. 
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GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

3arbara  Macy,  There.se  A.  Young 
Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


Troubled 

People 

Loneliness,  depression.  Gays 
&  Lesbians  are  not  immune. 


I  encourage  an  initial 
interview  at  no  charge. 


Ruth  Chessman 
M.A. 
964-2510 


r 


(please  note  corrected  phone 
number) 


Southern  Jamaica  Plain 
^ealthqenter 


affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women’s  Hospital 

•  Adult  Medicine 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology 

•  Podiatry 

•  Pediatrics 

•  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Mental  Health 

•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 


Evenings  hours,  convenient  to  public 
transportation 

Sliding  scale  avail.,  all  health 
insurance  accepted 
Spanish  spoken 
687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain 
522-5900 


Feminist  Gifts  &  Handcrafts  By  and  For  Women 


WOMENCRAFTS 


373  Commercial  St.  Box  190  Provincetown,  Ma.  02657 
(508)  487-2501 


\ 

FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  GAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  — 

CENTER  "Hr 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 

HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  617-267-7573 
medical  •  business 

93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  617-267-0900 
counseling  •  research  •  education 


' 


Coming  Out 
Is  Rocky 

if  you  wish  you  were  straight 
. .  .if  your  family  rejects  gays 
. .  .if  you  don’t  have  gay 
friends. .  .if  it’s  dangerous 
to  be  open  at  work. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


A  home  of  Victoriana  and  wicker  offering 

•  10  rooms,  each  with  AC  and  private  bath 

•  Pool 

•  Private  parking 

•  24  hour  desk/security 

•  Continental  breakfast 

•  Airport  pickup  by  arrangement 


707  TRUMAN  AVE.,  KEY  WEST,  FL  33040  (305)  296-221 1 


Productions  Presents 


1  FOR  I  RIGHT 

for 

BLACK  LESBIANS  & 
GAY  HEN  &  THEIR 
FRIENDS 

ALL  ARE  WELCOME 
D.l.  G.  CLIFF 

Pay  only  $6  far  two  between  7pm-9pm 
Avenue  C  (Formerly  Links  Club) 
llO  Boylston  Street 
Boston 

Sunday*  May  II 

7pm-llmldnlght 

Regular  admission  Sd.OO/person 


Members  of  Youth  Expression  Theatre  from  Sticks,  Stones  and  Stereotypes 


Fenway 


Community  Health  Center 

presents 

LIVING  WELL 

series 


Sticks,  stones  and 
stereotypes 

Innovative  high  school  curriculum  addresses  homophobia 
and  racism 


Presentations  to  enhance  our  lives  in  the  era  of  AIDS. 

Weekly  workshops  will  be  offered  on  various  aspects  of  living  with  HIV. 
All  are  welcome,  though  certain  presentations  will  be 
more  relevant  to  those  with  HIV  infection. 


NUTRITION  &  HIV 
MEDICAL  UPDATE 
MASSAGE 
SEX  &  INTIMACY 

FOR  GAY  &  BISEXUAL  MEN 


Wednesday,  May  10 
Monday,  May  15 
Wednesday,  May  24 

Tuesday,  May  30 


6:30  -  8:30  pm  Free  of  charge  FCHC,  93  Mass  Ave,  3rd  Floor 

Call  Paul  or  Robb  at  267-0900  to  pre-register. 


.nd  whatever  else 


desires. 


“Voice  Personals”  from  Gay 
Selections™  allow  you  to  meet  other 
men  who  share  your  lifestyle. 


Simply  call  l-VUU-4300  /U 

and  leave  your  own  message  describing 
yourself  or  listen  to  messages 
left  by  others. 


Only  89«  per  minute 


7W 


Sticks,  Stones,  and  Stereotypes.  A  video- 
curriculum  module  about  name-calling.  Developed 
by  the  Equity  Institute  Appreciating  Diversity  Pro¬ 
gram.  Video  produced  by  Cindy  Marshall.  With 
Julio  Dicent,  Adam  Lup-Sax,  Sheila  Ravnell,  Megan 
Smith,  and  the  Youth  Expressions  Theatre  Com¬ 
pany.  Boston  premiere  May  20  (see  calendar  for 
listings).  “Sticks,  Stones,  and  Stereotypes’’  is 
available  from  the  Equity  Institute,  48  North  Plea¬ 
sant  Street,  Amherst,  MA  01002.  (413)  256-0271. 

By  Liz  Galst 

h,  remember  high  school?  The  cons¬ 
tant  crashing  of  locker  doors,  being  in 
love  (unrequited,  of  course)  with  your 
best  friend,  getting  called  names  in  phys.  ed. 
Even  if  you  were,  or  are,  the  kind  of  kid  who 
escaped  the  worst  of  high  school,  no  one  can 
tell  me  it’s  an  easy  place  to  be  at  all  different 
or,  god  forbid,  queer.  “Faggot,”  “nigger,” 
and  countless  other  slurs  are  uttered  at  least 
three  times  a  minute  in  most  high  schools, 
and  if  the  school  lunches  don’t  kill  you,  the 
peer  pressure  probably  will.  To  top  it  off, 
teachers,  the  theoretical  allies  of  students, 
are  reluctant  to  intervene  in  name-calling. 
They  almost  always  ignore  homophobic  in¬ 
sults  lest  they  end  up  targeted  as  queer 
themselves. 

When  I  was  in  high  school,  I  thought  the 
only  way  to  cope  was  to  watch  a  lot  of 
movies,  keep  my  head 
low,  and  try  to 
graduate  early.  The 
Equity  Institute,  which  is  a  multi-ethnic 
agency  offering  resources  and  training  in 
combatting  oppression  of  many  kinds,  has 
developed  a  different  approach.  They  call  it 
“intervention.”  You  know,  getting  teachers 
and  students  to  learn  that  verbal  abuse  does, 
in  fact,  break  the  spirit,  and  providing 
strategies  to  confront  it  in  the  classroom. 

Towards  this  end,  they’ve  developed  a 
videotape  and  curriculum  guide  designed 
for  high  school  and  first-year  college 
students  called  Sticks,  Stones,  and 
Stereotypes.  The  26-minute  video,  produc¬ 
ed  by  Cindy  Marshall,  is  composed  of  inter¬ 
views  with  a  multi-racial  group  of  gay  and 
straight  youth,  and  punctuated  by  poignant 
skits  written  and  performed  by  the  Youth 
Expressions  Theatre  Company.  The  video  is 
bilingual  (Spanish/English),  and  refreshing¬ 
ly  without  narration.  Basically,  it’s  kids 
talking  from  the  heart  about  homophobia, 
racism  and  anti-semitism  in  a  way  that  their 
peers  can  understand.  The  curriculum 
guide,  which  is  less  centered  on  homophobia 
than  the  tape,  offers  all  sorts  of  ways  for 
teachers  to  teach  about  and  intervene  in  ver¬ 
bal  attacks.  If  you  ask  me,  the  whole  thing 
sounds  quite  promising. 

The  video  is  one  of  those  not-too-slick, 
but  moving  documentaries  that  always 
brings  a  tear  to  my  eye.  The  camera  work  is  a 
little  bit  shaky  at  times,  the  skits  are  occa¬ 
sionally  awkward,  but  all  in  all,  Sticks 
testifies  to  the  power  of  honest  communica¬ 
tion.  The  tape  opens  with  some  video  verite 
of  high  school  students  talking  about  the 
cutting  effects  of  name-calling.  Then  the 
four  featured  students  —  Megan,  Julio, 
Adam,  and  Sheila  —  talk  about  the  social 


function  of  name-calling,  which  is,  as  my 
uncle  would  say,  “to  make  the  average 
schlepper  feel  like  he’s  better  than  the  next 
guy.”  There’s  a  skit  in  which  a  white  boy 
calls  a  Black  boy  “faggot”  and  a  Black  girl 
intervenes  and  asks  “and  so  what  if  he  is 
gay?”  The  tape  immediately  cuts  to  Megan 
talking  about  anti-Chinese  harassment  she 
has  experienced  (a  somewhat  confusing 
editing  choice),  and  then  about  her  realizing 
her  lesbianism,  and  her  experiences  coming 
out  and  living  as  a  dyke. 

Marshall’s  video  also  gives  members  of 
the  dominant  group,  namely  straight  white 
high  school  boys,  someone  to  identify  with. 
In  the  next  skit,  Chad,  who  pushed  around 
his  Black  classmate  in  the  first  skit,  is  able  to 
support  his  girlfriend’s  lesbian  best  friend 
Maya  and  her  girlfriend  Bobbi,  who  want  to 
go  to  the  prom  together.  First,  however,  he 
expresses  fear  that  he  will  be  labelled  gay  for 
being  supportive. 

Next  up  in  a  real  life  segment  is  Adam,  a 
straight,  white  16-year-old.  He  says  seeing 
two  boys  or  two  girls  kissing  in  the  hallway 
might  make  him  uncomfortable,  but  that 
people  should  not  let  themselves  be  ruled  by 
fear  of  difference.  Like  Chad,  he  is  able  to 
confront  his  prejudice  after  acknowledging 
it.  Adam  also  discusses  anti-semitic  senti¬ 
ment  he’s  experienced  at  school,  though  1 
wish  he’d  been  a  bit  more  clear  about  it. 

In  the  third  skit,  Daryl,  the  star  of  the 
high  school  basketball  team,  comes  out  as 
queer  to  his  best  friend  Max,  who  seems 
relatively  supportive.  We  then  meet  Julio,  a 
real-life  Latino  college  student  who  talks 
about  his  process  of  self-acceptance.  He 
tells  humorous  anecdotes  about  coming  out 
to  his  mother  and  her  horror  that  he  might 
wear  dresses  and  make-up.  “Yo  soy  quien 
yo  soy”  (I  am  what  I  am)  is  his  reply,  “I  am 
your  son,  and  if  I  want  to  wear  an  earring  I 
will.”  Here  1  wanted  Julio  to  say  that  it 
would  be  okay  if  he  did  want  to  wear  a  dress, 
but  I  realize  that  some  school  officials  might 
find  this  a  little  too  advanced  for  Homosex¬ 
uality  101 .  Anyway,  Julio  stole  my  heart.  To 
see  such  strength  in  someone  so  young! 

Just  as  1  was  tiring  of  the  inter-cutting  bet¬ 
ween  interviews  and  skits,  I  was  stung  by  a 
most  touching  sketch.  Clem,  a  basketball 
team  moron,  is  harassing  Daryl  for  being 
gay.  Daryl’s  friend  Max  tells  Clem  to  get  lost 
and  he  and  Daryl  leave  to  get  something  to 
eat.  Then  Clem  says  to  another  boy  “Better 
stay  away  from  him  [Daryl],  probably  has 
AIDS.  They  all  have  it.”  The  boy  tells  him 
to  shut  up.  AIDS  is  not  a  gay  disease.  His 
sister  has  it,  and  her  baby.  They  just  found 
out. 

This  moving  AIDS  sketch  is  followed  by 
an  interview  with  Sheila,  an  18-year-old 
straight  Black  high  school  student  who 
makes  the  connections  between 
homophobia  and  racism.  “Homophobia 
and  racism  interact  left  and  right,  back  and 
forth,”  she  says.  She  talks  about  learning  to 
overcome  her  homophobia  and  become  an 
ally  to  her  gay  and  lesbian  friends.  The  tape 
ends  on  an  up-beat  note  with  Megan,  talking 
about  gaining  her  power  and  becoming  in- 
Continued  on  page  12 
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Ellen  Nyten 


In  defense  of  anal  sex 

Suggesting  that  gay  men  give  up  anal  sex  reeks 
of  homophobia 


By  Michael  Callen 

The  following,  is  a  condensed  version  of 
“In  Defense  of  Anal  Sex,  ”  PWA  Coalition, 
Issue  41,  Feb.  1989. 

For  the  past  five  years,  there  has  been 
consensus  within  the  U.S.  gay  com¬ 
munity  about  what  constitutes  safer 
sex.  But  the  first  signs  of  cracks  in  the  con¬ 
sensus  recently  emerged. 

The  Canadian  AIDS  Society  recently 
stated  that  oral  sex  is  low  risk,  making  of¬ 
ficial  what  has  been  unofficial  for 
some  time  in  Canada  (and  Australia). . 
One  of  Chicago’s  gay  newspapers,  Outlines, 
quotes  Leslie  Wagman  of  AIDS  Vancouver 
as  saying,  “We  have  been  telling  people  that 
oral  sex  is  low  risk  at  least  for  the  last  two 
years.  [AIDS  Vancouver  doesn’t]  encourage 
people  to  swallow  semen,  but  if  they  do,  it’s 
a  minimal  increase  in  risk.” 

Predictably,  there  is  disagreement  here  in 
the  U.S.  David  Winters,  the  coordinator  of 
AIDS  prevention  at  Gay  Men’s  Health 
Crisis  (GMHC)  in  New  York,  believes  the 
Canadian  educators  are  “foolish.”  “Un¬ 
protected  fellatio  with  ejaculation  should  be 
in  the  high  risk  category,”  he  asserts.  Con¬ 
tradicting  GMHC,  Chuck  Frutchey  of  San 
Francisco’s  AIDS  Foundation  states  that 
the  Canadians  ‘ ‘are  correct  in  saying  oral  sex 
is  probably  a  low  risk  activity.  Many  gay 
men  in  San  Francisco  never  gave  up  oral  sex 
in  the  first  place  and  yet  the  city  has  seen  a 
remarkable  decrease  in  transmission  [of 
HIV].” 

But  it’s  anal  sex  that  is  shaping  up  as  the 
real  battleground.  [For  the  purposes  of  this 
article,  anal  sex  means  sex  involving  at  least 
one  man’s  penis  —  in  other  words  not  anal 
sex  with  inanimate  objects.]  Washington, 
D.C.’s  respected  Whitman  Walker  Clinic 
has  used  $25,000  of  community  funds  to  run 
a  hci  rifying  ad  campaign  urging  gay  men  to 
give  up  anal  sex  entirely  —  even  with  a  con¬ 
dom.  “Can  you  live  without  anal  sex?”  asks 
the  ad.  “You  can  enjoy  your  sex  life  without 
risking  the  rest  of  your  life,”  answers  the  ad. 

Strictly  speaking,  in  none  of  the  ads  does 
Whitman  Walker  categorically  say  that  all 
gay  men  should  give  up  anal  sex  —  even  with 
a  condom.  However,  it  is  quite  clear  from 
the  slant  of  the  ads  that  a  majority  of  Whit¬ 
man  Walker’s  board  believes  that  any  man 
who  continues  to  engage  in  anal  intercourse 
—  even  with  a  condom  —  is  nuts.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  excerpted  from  the  policy  state¬ 
ment  passed  by  Whitman  Walker’s  Ex¬ 


ecutive  Commitee: 

...particular  emphasis  is  needed  not  only 
on  the  extreme  risks  of  unprotected  anal 
intercourse  but  also  on  the  unpredictable 
yet  equally  alarming  dangers  of  protection 
failure  through  condom  breakage, 
undetected  faults,  and/or  improper  usage. 
Therefore,  the  Clinic  will  in  the  future 
stress  the  potentially  life-saving  option  of 
totally  eliminating  anal  intercourse  from 
sex  practices. 

Whitman  Walker’s  position  can  be 
faulted  on  three  points: 

(1)  It  is  an  equivocation,  if  they  believe,  as 
they  clearly  do,  that  anal  sex  even  with  a 
condom  poses  a  great  likelihood  of  killing 
you,  they  should  say  so  outright  and 
aggressively  urge  everyone  to  stop  having 
anal  sex  entirely. 

(2)  It  represents  a  failure  of  political  will. 
Instead  of  urging  gay  men  to  pull  out  before 
they  cum  (even  if  they’re  wearing  a 
condom);  instead  of  demanding  stricter 
standards  for  condom  manufacture  and 
inspection  (or  even  manufacturing  our  own 
condoms,  as  a  Swiss  AIDS  organization  has 
done);  instead  of  redoubling  efforts  to 
educate  gay  men  about  the  proper  use  of 
condoms;  instead  of  demanding  a  national 
AIDS  educational  campaign  which  speaks 
bluntly  in  non-clinical  language  that  people 
can  understand,  they  have  decided  to 
“stress”  that  the  best  solution  to  the  problem 
of  AIDS  is  to  give  up  anal  sodomy  entirely. 

The  implication  in  Whitman 
Walker's  ads  is  that  anal  sex 
is  some  exotic,  extraneous 
vice,  like,  say,  cigarette 
smoking  —  that  it  is  an 
unimportant  practice  in  a 
way  that  vaginal  sex  could 
never  be. 


(3)  It  is  subtly  homophobic  in  its  logical 
inconsistency.  It  treats  anal  sex  for  men  as 
inherently  less  important  than  vaginal  sex 
for  a  man  and  woman.  Although  available 
evidence  clearly  indicates  that  vaginal  inter¬ 
course  can  transmit  HIV  (and  Whitman 
Walker  claims  to  address  the  health  con¬ 
cerns  of  gays  and  bisexuals),  it  would  be  un¬ 


thinkable  to  initiate  a  campaign 
“stressing”  that  men  and  women  should  try 
to  “live  without”  vaginal  intercourse. 

It’s  important  to  make  explicit  a  number 
of  presumptions  buried  in  Whitman  Walk¬ 
er’s  decision  to  discourage  anal  sex,  even 
with  a  condom. 

Whitman  Walker  assumes  that  HIV  is  the 
cause  of  AIDS  and  that  a  single  unlucky 
contact  can  lead  to  HIV  infection  and  there¬ 
fore  AIDS.  They  use  a  formula  that  goes  as 
follows:  If  the  presumed  risk  for  a  particular 
sex  act  is  high,  and  if  we  arbitrarily  judge  the 
particular  form  of  sexual  expression  to  be 
unimportant  or  expendable,  then  we’ll  recom¬ 
mend  that  you  give  it  up  entirely.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  Whitman  Walker  decides  that  the 
risks  associated  with  oral  sex  are  below  some 
arbitrary  and  unenumerated  threshold  of 
risk;  that  the  risk  of  vaginal  and  anal  inter¬ 
course  (involving  penises)  are  above  that 
threshold;  and  that  vaginal  intercourse 
(while  admittedly  risky)  is  an  important 
form  of  human  sexual  expression,  while 
anal  intercourse  is  not. 

Homophobia  is  the  culprit 

Why  the  change  now?  When  the  Canadi¬ 
ans  have  downgraded  the  risk  of  oral  sex 
(even  with  ejaculation),  why  is  Whitman 
Walker  upgrading  the  risk  of  anal  sex  with  a 
condom?  I  called  them  to  find  out. 

I  spoke  with  Jim  Graham,  Executive  Dir¬ 
ector  of  Whitman  Walker,  who  said  that  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  85  percent  of  AIDS 
cases  are  the  result  of  gay  male  sex.  He  cited 
a  Johns  Hopkins  study  of  3,000  gay  men 
and  indicated  that  “100  percent  of  the  AIDS 
cases  involved  individuals  who  took  the 
passive  role  in  anal  intercourse.  In  D.C.,  the 
threat  posed  to  men  who  have  sex  with  men, 
in  terms  of  anal  intercourse,  is  very  substan¬ 
tial  indeed  —  so  much  so  that  this  ad  camp¬ 
aign  is  not  a  casual  devaluation  of  anal  sex. 
We  know  that  anal  sex  is  the  primary  way  in 
which  the  virus  is  being  spread  in  terms  of 
gay  and  bisexual  men  and  we’ve  made  a 
judgment  about  it.” 

Although  I  find  a  100  percent  admission 
of  passive  anal  intercourse  surprising  (since 
it  has  been  my  experience  that  there  is 
always  a  certain  percentage  of  liars  in  every 
cohort),  the  association  of  passive  anal  in¬ 
tercourse  with  AIDS  is  certainly  not  new. 

I  worry  about  the  new 
generation  of  gay  men.  Many 
—  maybe  most  —  have  not 
experienced  the  joys  of  anal 
sex.  They  have  no  experience 
to  measure  the  dire  warnings 
against. 


But  I  fear  that  the  hidden  reason  for  sug¬ 
gesting  that  gay  men  give  up  anal  sex  entirely 
is  squeamishness  about  the  asshole.  The  im¬ 
plication  in  Whitman  Walker’s  ads  is  that 
anal  sex  is  some  exotic,  extraneous  vice, 
like,  say,  cigarette  smoking  —  that  it  is  an 
unimportant  practice  in  a  way  that  vaginal 
sex  could  never  be.  Again,  this  reeks  of 
homophobia. 

How  should  we  respond? 

Whitman  Walker’s  slick  ad  copy  asks  gay 
men  to  make  an  important  sexual  decision 
and  then  does  not  respect  their  intelligence 
enough  to  make  a  reasoned  choice.  The  ads 
do  not  articulate  precisely  what  the  risks 
posed  by  anal  sex  with  a  condom  are.  How 
often  do  condoms  fail  and  why?  And  what 
are  the  odds  that  a  single  condom  failure  will 
result  in  the  transmission  of  HIV?  “Even 
with  condoms,  you’re  not  100  percent  pro¬ 
tected  because  condoms  can  break  from 
undetected  faults  and  improper  use,”  correct¬ 
ly  asserts  the  ad.  Why  not  use  $25,000  to  do 
an  ad  campaign  urging  gay  men  to  pull  out 
before  they  come  —  even  when  using  a  con¬ 
dom?  And  whoever  said  condoms  were  100 
percent  effective  in  the  First  place?  If 
it’s  100  percent  protection  that’s  going  to  be 
the  standard,  then  the  only  advice  we  can  of¬ 
fer  is  to  not  have  sex  at  all  with  other  people. 

In  fairness  to  Whitman  Walker,  1  do 
believe  that  the  primary  motivation  for  this 
misguided  anti-anal  sex  campaign  is  a  legiti¬ 
mate  concern  for  saving  lives. 

The  process  of  approving  safer  sex  guide¬ 
lines  is  like  the  Food  and  Drug  Administra¬ 
tion  (FDA)  drug  approval  process;  it  has  a 
tendency  toward  conservatism.  As  the  con¬ 
servative  Heritage  Foundation  (of  all 
groups!)  has  observed,  the  FDA  has  no  in¬ 
centive  to  approve  drugs.  For  example. 


there  has  never  been  a  congressional  in¬ 
vestigation  about  why  the  FDA  failed  to  ap¬ 
prove  a  drug;  but  there  have  been  many  con¬ 
gressional  investigations  which  punished  the 
FDA  for  approving  a  drug  which  proved  to 
have  harmful  side  effects.  In  other  words, 
like  the  FDA,  guardians  of  gay  health  will 
always  err  on  the  side  of  caution.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  rather  than  admit  that  oral  sex  is  actual¬ 
ly  reasonably  safe,  U.S.  AIDS  educators 
would  rather  thousands  of  gay  men  suffer 
unnecessary  guilt  and  anxiety  over  perform¬ 
ing  oral  sex  than  risk  being  sued  by  the  one 
individual  who  gets  HIV  from  the  exclusive 
practice  of  oral  sex.  What’s  missing  from 
the  calculation  is  a  fair  assesment  of  the 
emotional  and  psychological  importance  to 
individuals  of  particular  forms  of  sexual  ex¬ 
pression. 

It  seems  to  me  that  in  the  United  States, 
we’re  loathe  to  admit  any  scientific  evidence 
which  suggests  we  might,  in  fact,  be  able  to 
relax  some  of  our  safe  sex  paranoia. 

As  much  as  we  might  like  to  make  other 
people’s  decisions  for  them  —  to  enforce 
our  personal  standards  of  safer  sex  —  the 
fact  is  that  each  of  us  must  make  his/her 
own  determination  about  what  risks  he/she 
is  willing  to  take.  Our  task  as  a  community  is 
to  make  sure  that  each  person  has  all  the  in¬ 
formation  needed  to  adequately  and  accur- 

Some  may  feel  that  only  an 
asshole  would  defend  the 
asshole  in  the  age  of  AIDS, 
but  I  take  the  radical  view 
that  butt  fucking  must  be 
defended  vigorously. 


ately  assess  risk  —  to  the  extent  possible  in  a 
situation  where  there  are  no  absolutes.  Fur¬ 
ther,  we  must  ensure  that  people  have  the  in¬ 
formation  they  need  to  reduce  any  risk 
which  they  may  choose  to  take. 

I  understand  Whitman  Walker’s  frustra¬ 
tion  —  their  desire  to  be  more  conservative. 
By  force  of  will,  or  by  legislation,  or 
through  peer  pressure,  we’d  all  love  to  pre¬ 
vent  another  individual  from  becoming  in¬ 
fected  with  whatever  is  causing  AIDS.  But 
we  must  resist  the  temptation  to  judge  each 
other  harshly  for  the  sexual  choices  we 
make. 

1  worry  about  the  new  generation  of  gay 
men.  Many  —  maybe  most  —  have  not 
experienced  the  joys  of  anal  sex.  They  have 
no  experience  to  measure  the  dire  warnings 
against.  They  hear  their  own  leaders  giving 
the  same  advice  as  the  Falwells:  anal  sex 
kills,  even  if  you  use  a  condom. 

Some  may  feel  that  only  an  asshole  would 
defend  the  asshole  in  the  age  of  AIDS,  but  I 
take  the  radical  view  that  butt  fucking  must 
be  defended  vigorously  —  especially  in  the 
sexphobic,  homophobic  period  we’re  living 
through!  What’s  needed  is  a  clear  statement 
of  the  importance  of  sexual  fulfillment  com¬ 
bined  with  a  commitment  to  provide  each 
and  every  person  with  the  information  he  or  she 
needs  to  celebrate  sex  safely!  □ 


News  flash: 
Boo  Bush 
at  BU! 

BOSTON  —  Lesbian  and  gay  activists 
and  their  supporters  are  planning  a  pro¬ 
test  action  at  the  graduation  ceremony 
for  Boston  University  (BU)  students  on 
May  21 ,  where  Pres.  Georc*}  Bush  will  be 
given  an  honorary  doctorate. 

Judy  Andler,  a  member  of  MASS 
ACT  OUT  —  the  group  organizing  the 
protest  —  urged  activists  to  “meet  your 
queer  peers”  and  demonstrate  against 
Bush  and  homophobic  BU  President 
John  Silber.  Andler  said  protesters  will 
gather  between  8  and  9  a.m.  at  955  Com¬ 
monwealth  Ave.  and  will  proceed  to  the 
graduation  ceremony.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  protest,  contact  MASS 
ACT  OUT  at  (617)  661-7737. 

•  □  Jennie  McKnight 
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FGWM  (L-R):  Jaffe  Cohen,  Bob  Smith,  Danny  McWilliams 

Pass  the  gravy  to  a 
homosexual 


F.G.  W.M.  get  laughs 

F.G.W.M.  (Funny  Gay  White  Males).  At  the 

Comedy  Connection,  Boston,  May  I,  to  benefit 
Boston's  Gay/Lesbian  Pride  Committee.  F.G.W.M. 
appear  Friday  and  Saturday  nights  in  June  at  the 
Duplex,  New  York  City. 

By  Mike  Friedman 

hen  GCN  asked  me  to  review  a 
show  called  “Funny  Gay  White 
Males,”  I  was  a  bit  taken  aback. 
“What  do  they  do?”  I  asked.  “They’re 
comedians,”  my  editor  replied.  “Besides, 
it’s  a  fundraiser  for  Pride.”  Dubiously,  I  ac¬ 
cepted  the  assignment. 

My  trepidation  turned  out  to  be  unfound¬ 
ed.  These  guys  are  very  funny.  A  small 
crowd  showed  up  at  the  Comedy  Connec¬ 
tion  to  see  the  trio  made  up  of  Danny 
McWilliams,  Bob  Smith  and  Jaffe  Cohen. 
After  a  short  introduction  by  Steve  Tierney 
of  the  Mass.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Political 
Caucus,  McWilliams  came  onto  the  tiny 
stage,  empty  but  for  a  few  props  tucked 
away  on  a  table. 

Warming  up  the  crowd  with  jokes  about 
Catholic  schools  and  what  it’s  like  to  work 
as  a  word  processor  for  a  temp  agency  in 
New  York,  he  quickly  began  a  fabulous  ren¬ 
dition  of  a  talkative  secretary  at  a  huge  law 
firm.  Donning  cats-eye  glasses  with  a  chain 
and  a  large  bouffant  wig,  she  proceeded  to 
carry  on  a  lightning-fast  dish  session/con¬ 
versation  with  her  best  friend,  periodically 
interrupting  her  chatter  to  answer  the  other 
line.  Every  time  she  announced  the  seven  or 
eight  names  in  the  law  firm  in  one  short 
breath,  the  audience  roared. 

McWilliams  showed  his  finest,  though, 
when  he  helped  the  audience  visualize  a  new 


By  Wickie  Stamps 

ny  West  Coast  rumbling  you  felt 
March  25  wasn’t  the  apocryphal 
earthquake.  It  was  the  International 
Ms.  Leather  contest  in  San  Francisco,  slam¬ 
ming  lesbian  sexuality  off  the  Richter  scale. 
With  attire  that  would  put  Motley  Crue  to 
shame  and  performance  sets  badder  than 
the  baddest  Prince  prance,  members  of  the 
leather  community  strutted  their  stuff. 
Founded  in  1986,  the  International  Ms. 
Leather  contest  raises  funds  for  community 
organizations  and  also  offers  public  educa¬ 
tion  in  positive  leather  lifestyles.  This  year, 
IMs.L  catapulted  the  San  Franciscan  Hotel 
which  housed  the  400-plus  horde  into  a 
world  where  folks  are  kicking  AIDS’  ass  and 
kissing  nobody’s  —  unless  you’d  like  them 
to. 

For  the  three  days  of  activities  leading  up 
to  the  contest,  San  Francisco  proper  saw  a 
marked  increase  in  its  already  high  quota  of 


version  of  The  Wizard  of  Oz,  this  time  with 
the  role  of  Dorothy  played  by  Bette  Davis.  It 
was  truly  memorable.  When  Dorothy/Bette 
lands  in  Oz,  the  first  thing  she  does  is  light  a 
cigarette  and  say  in  that  very  clipped  Miss 
Davis  fashion,  “I’ve  a  feeling  we’re  not  in 
Kansas,  Toe-Toe\”  virtually  spitting  out  the 
name  of  her  dog,  bugging  her  eyes  out  and 
blowing  smoke  in  large  clouds  toward  the 
audience. 

Bob  Smith  was  #2  of  the  F.G.W.M.  line¬ 
up.  Much  drier  and  considerably  less  manic 
than  either  McWilliams  or  Cohen,  Smith 
was  also  less  entertaining  than  the  others. 
Several  of  his  jokes  did  hit  home,  though, 
most  noticeably  his  story  of  coming  out  in 
the  stifling  atmosphere  of  his  suburban 
family  home  in  Buffalo.  Sitting  around  the 
table  at  Thanksgiving,  he  asked  his  mother 
if  she  would  “pass  the  gravy  to  a  homosex¬ 
ual.” 

Jaffe  Cohen  came  last  in  the  evening’s 
line-up, and  they  certainly  saved  the  best  for 
the  end.  “My  Aunt  Miriam  just  came  back 
from  a  trip  around  the  world.  She  didn’t 
care  for  it,”  he  said.  Cohen’s  stand-up 
seemed  to  especially  touch  all  of  the  gay  men 
in  the  audience,  from  his  tales  of  shopping 
trips  with  his  mother  (“I  should  put  that  on 
my  resume”)  to  his  hilarious  recounting  of 
the  trials  of  gym  class  in  high  school.  Watch¬ 
ing  him  put  his  arm  behind  his  back  and 
hold  it  with  his  other  hand,  while  looking  at 
his  nails,  certainly  brought  back  memories 
of  volleyball  in  ninth  grade  P.E.  for  me. 

F.G.W.M.  is  a  show  well  worth  catching. 
The  trio  will  be  playing  at  the  Duplex  in  the 
Village  in  New  York  every  Friday  and  Satur¬ 
day  in  June.  □ 


leather  boys  and  girls.  From  the  twilight 
cocktails  at  Navigator  Travel  Agency  to  the 
Down  and  Dirty  Dance  Party  at  Amelia’s 
local  women’s  bar  —  the  leather  crowds 
were  everywhere.  Kudos  to  all  the  cabbies 
who  didn’t  bat  an  eye  while  they  carted 
decked  out  leather  girls  to  and  from  these 
night  fantastics. 

The  Thursday  night  press  conference  set 
the  IMs.L  tone  of  hospitable  hotness,  hu¬ 
mor  and  political  savvy.  IMs.L  board 
members  Sky  Renfro  and  Pat  Califia  in¬ 
troduced  the  11  IMs.L  contenders.  They 
asserted  leather  pride  was  pivotal  to  IMs.L, 
and  that  the  next  IMs.L  winner  would  be 
not  only  a  spokesperson  for  leatherwomen 
but  also  an  advocate  for  positive  leather  images. 

The  1 1  competing  leatherettes  came  wrap¬ 
ped  in  varying  physiques,  fashions,  and 
political  sizes.  Some  were  sponsored  by  their 
local  S/M  clubs;  others  were  supported  by 


local  leather  stores  or  organizations.  Many 
were  already  title  holders.  Although  repre¬ 
sentation  was  heaviest  from  the  West  Coast 
there  was  also  a  contender  from  Vancouver 
and  another  from  Tennessee  (especially 
notable  was  Tennessee’s  hot  looking  escort, 
someone  you  could  easily  wrap  around  an 
orgasm). 

The  following  night  at  the  Black  Elegance 
Ball,  tremors  were  felt  from  the  moment  the 
doors  opened  and  leather  folks  began  injur¬ 
ing  in.  At  midnight  the  erotic  energy  reached 
overload  as  a  richly  diverse  community  pul¬ 
sated  to  laser  shows  and  funky  tunes. 

The  sexual  peak,  however,  came  during 
the  Saturday  night  contest.  Master  of  Cere¬ 
monies,  a.k.a.  International  Mr.  Leather 
Mike  Pereyra  (as  sweet  as  he  is  gorgeous), 
declared  that  he  had  “never  seen  so  many 
tits  in  his  life.”  His  co-emcee,  the  “Bay 
Area  Bon  Vivant”  Jo-Carol,  whipped  the 
panting  crowd  into  submission  with  her 
handy  riding  crop.  The  audience  often  out¬ 
shined  the  stage  action  as  genderbending 
reigned  supreme.  Transvestites,  female 
cross  dressers  and  drag  queens  decked  the 
halls.  Full  body  tattoos,  tit  piercings,  total 
leather  face  masks  and  chains  were  in  abun¬ 
dance.  Full-harnessed  gay  leathermen  were 
everywhere  —  helping  out,  performing  on¬ 
stage  as  “The  Dobermans”  or  just  nuzzling 
up  to  their  Daddies.  Local  and  national  big 
kids  —  Kitty  Tsui,  Gayle  Rubin,  Shadow  (a 
previous  S.F.  title  holder),  and  Coulter 
Thomas  (prior  International  Mr.  Leather) 
were  among  the  avid  IMs.L  fans. 

The  show  finally  began.  The  contestants 
—  women  into  cat  fetishes,  martial  arts, 
tons  of  recovery,  knives,  and  political  ac¬ 
tivism  —  articulated  what  they’d  bring  to 
the  IMs.L  title  to  an  attentive  crowd. 
Humor  ran  high  as  many  an  aspirant  ex¬ 
pressed  her  willingness  to  “bottom”  for  the 
entire  IMs.L  Board  (a  not  too  unpleasant 
task  by  any  stretch  of  the  imagination).  A 
lighthearted  banter  developed  between  a 
contestant  known  as  Safe  Sex  Officer  Bettie 
and  the  raunchy  crowd  when  she  sauntered 
onto  stage  and  hollered  “Hell-o  perverts!” 

But  the  levity  was  tempered  with  serious¬ 
ness  as  contestants  raised  the  issues  of  AIDS 
and  social  oppression.  Susie  Shepherd  of 
Portland,  Oregon  Power  and  Trust  (an  S/M 
support  group)  received  a  standing  ovation 
when  she  talked  about  the  need  to  fight  for 
Roe  v.  Wade  and  the  gamut  of  women’s 
rights.  She  also  implored  leather  people  to 
fight  against  the  Klan  and  New  Right,  “for 
“nowhere  is  there  a  negotiated  scene.”  Ac¬ 
colades  were  heaped  on  gay  leath¬ 
ermen  Mack  McKinnon  and  JimEd 


By  Michael  Bronski 

NEW  YORK  —  James  Kirkwood,  actor 
and  novelist  most  famous  for  co-writing 
the  book  of  the  Broadway  musical  A  Chorus 
Line ,  died  Saturday,  April  22,  at  his  home  in 
Manhattan.  Arthur  Beckenstein,  a  close 
friend,  said  that  Kirkwood  died  of  spinal 
cancer,  and  gave  the  writer’s  age  as  58. 
Kirkwood,  himself,  only  occasionally 
admitted  to  being  born  in  1924,  explaining, 
“As  an  actor,  I  got  into  the  habit  of  lying 
about  my  age.” 

Kirkwood  started  his  theatrical  career  at 
fourteen  when  he  followed  his  parents 
James  Kirkwood,  Sr.,  and  Lila  Lee,  a  promi¬ 
nent  silent  screen  actress,  into  the  business. 
After  appearing  in  many  plays  and  films,  he 
spent  three  years  in  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard. 
He  returned  to  the  stage  and  worked  in 
several  musicals,  including  Panama  Hattie. 
Kirkwood  also  co-starred  with  Tallulah 
Bankhead  in  Welcome  Darlings.  In  recent 
years,  he  appeared  in  the  films  Mommie 
Dearest ,  Oh  God,  Book  II,  and  The  Super¬ 
naturals. 

As  a  playwright,  Kirkivood  was  noted  for 
the  mordant  black  comedy,  Unhealthy  to  be 
Unpleasant,  which  was  produced  on  Broad¬ 
way  in  1966,  and,  more  recently,  the  play 
Legends,  which  toured  with  Mary  Martin 
and  Carol  Channing.  He  also  wrote  a  mem¬ 
oir  of  his  experiences  with  Legends,  which  is 
to  be  published  next  month,  called  Diary  of 
a  Mad  Playwright.  Kirkwood  was  also  a 
novelist.  He  wrote  several  popular  books 
that  had  gay  characters  or  gay  themes. 
Among  his  works  are  the  autobiographical 
There  Must  be  a  Pony,  which  he  later 
adapted  into  a  TV  movie  starring  Elizabeth 
Taylor,  Good  Times/Bad  Times,  P.S.  Your 
Cat  is  Dead  (about  the  relationship  between 


Thompson,  both  of  whom  recently  died  of 
AIDS.  Vancouver  title  holder  Jo  Leroux 
(also  director  of  an  alcoholism  recovery 
house)  said  she  was  competing  to  “keep  the 
dream  of  Mack  McKinnon  alive.” 

Again  and  again,  AIDS  topped  the 
leather  agenda.  Later  Shan  Carr,  outgoing 
IMs.L  reasserted  that  despite  “our  exhaus¬ 
tion”  the  “leather  community  has  to  stop 
that  fucker  AIDS.”  She  honored  JimEd 
Thompson  whose  “...vision  and  courage 
was  a  driving  force  behind  IMs.L  ...  an  ex¬ 
ample  for  us  to  live  passionately  and 
courageously.”  (Missing  from  all  the  fan¬ 
fare  was  Judy  Tallwings  McCarthey,  the 
first  IMs.L.  This  absence  was  due  to  the  ill¬ 
ness  of  her  lover  Sashie,  who  died  shortly 
after  the  event.  My  personal  condolences  to 
Judy  and  to  the  entire  Portland  leather  com¬ 
munity.) 

All  were  then  somersaulted  from  this  seri¬ 
ousness  into  the  infamous  fantasy  segments 
of  the  contest.  At  one  point,  a  high  priestess 
dripped  hot  wax  on  her  willing  virgin  and  at 
another,  a  snooty  teacher  got  her  well- 
deserved  erotic  spanking  from  her  naughty 
student.  Fantasies  depicting  unity  between 
lesbians  and  gay  men  were  roundly  applaud¬ 
ed.  Social  commentaries  lurked  behind 
some  of  the  guerrilla  theatre  as  heroines  on 
motorcycles  rescued  women  from  rapists. 
Safe  sex  Officer  Bettie  of  the  Outcasts  (an 
S/M  women’s  group  in  S.F.)  whipped  up 
high  camp  at  her  pretend  party  as  she 
chastised  the  group  of  girls  for  not  playing 
safe  and  then  not  only  instructed  them  in 
how  to  do  it  safely,  but  also  joined  in 
herself.  The  audience  ducked  and  laughed 
as  condoms  and  gloves  plummeted  down 
from  the  stage.  (If  any  of  you  AIDS 
educators  are  looking  for  some  creative 
ideas,  definitely  hunt  down  the  Outcasts.) 
Some  of  these  fantasy  segments  were  so  hot 
that  the  crowd  groaned  collectively  (and 
some  of  us  damn  near  fell  off  the  balconies). 

And  now  for  the  winners:  first  place  went 
to  Susie  Shepherd  of  Portland,  Oregon 
Power  and  Trust;  first  runner  up  was  Bet¬ 
tie  Harlow  of  the  S.F.  Outcasts;  second  run¬ 
ner  up  was  Nina  Darst,  sponsored  by  Scoot¬ 
er’s  Custom  Leathers  and  MST  Enterprises 
of  S.F.  The  losers?  None.  Monies  raised 
will  be  donated  to  the  Gay  Rescue  Mission,  a 
gay  homeless  shelter  that  services  a  large 
population  of  people  with  AIDS/ARC/ 
HIV;  Women  Emerging,  a  support  network 
of  women  who  want  to  check  out  alter¬ 
natives  to  the  sex  industry,  and  the  San 
Franscisco  MidCity  Consortium  to  Combat 
AIDS,  which  provides  AIDS  education  to 
IV  drug  users  and  their  partners.  □ 


a  gay  man  and  a  heterosexual  burglar  who 
breaks  into  his  home)  and  Some  Kind  of 
Hero  which  tells  the  story  of  two  men  who 
become  lovers  in  a  prisoner  of  war  camp 
during  the  Korean  War. 

But  Kirkwood  will  probably  be  best  re¬ 
membered  for  his  work  on  A  Chorus  Line. 
He  won  both  a  Tony  Award  and  a  Pulitzer 
Prize  for  co-writing  the  book  of  the 
longest  running  Broadway  show  in  history. 
The  musical  A  Chorus  Line  is  noted  for  in¬ 
troducing  a  fully  developed  gay  male  char¬ 
acter  into  the  genre  of  the  Broadway  musi¬ 
cal. 

Kirkwood  was  a  member  of  the  Screen 
Actors  Guild  and  Actors  Equity,  as  well  as 
the  Dramatists  Guild  and  PEN. 

He  is  survived  by  a  half-brother  and  half- 
sister.  □ 


Birth 

announcement 

Maureen  Brodoff  and  Ellen  Wade 

Announce  the  Birth 
of 

Their  Daughter 
Katherine  Wade  Brodoff 

February  2,  1989 
6  Pounds,  1 1  Ounces 
19  7/8  Inches 


Inf  I  Ms.  Leather  contest 
sizzles  in  S.F. 

Contestants  and  audience  strut  their  stuff 


‘A  Chorus  Line’s’  James 
Kirkwood  dies  at  58 
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Birthday 

mugger 

sentenced 

By  Jennie  McKnight 

CAMBRIDGE,  Mass.  —  A  man  accused 
of  drugging  and  robbing  gay  men  in  several 
Massachusetts  cities  in  1987  pleaded  guilty 
to  three  counts  of  armed  robbery  in  Mid¬ 
dlesex  County  Superior  Court  May  2. 
Judge  John  T.  Sullivan  sentenced  Frank 
Komnenus,  Jr.  —  also  known  as  “Dominic 
Perini”  or  the  “birthday  mugger”  —  to  six 
to  nine  years  at  the  Cedar  Junction  Prison  at 
Walpole,  Mass. 

Komnenus  was  arrested  in  New  London, 
Conn,  on  Nov.  12,  1987  after  a  series  of 
robberies  occurred  in  Cambridge,  Boston, 
Brookline  and  Provincetown.  The  attacker, 
who  met  most  of  his  victims  in  gay  bars,  us¬ 
ed  the  same  ploy  in  most  of  the  incidents.  He 
would  introduce  himself  as  “Dominic 
Perini,”  say  it  was  his  birthday  and  offer  to 
buy  his  victim  a  drink,  which  he  then  spiked 
with  a  tranquilizer.  “Perini’s”  victims 
blacked  out  from  the  drug  and  were  robbed, 
often  after  they  had  been  taken  to  their  own 
homes. 

Joyce  Collier,  co-coordinator  of  the  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center’s  Victim 
Recovery  Program,  which  assisted  in  the  in¬ 
vestigations  that  led  to  Komnenus’  arrest, 
told  GCN  she  was  pleased  with  the  outcome 
of  the  case.  “This  case  was  a  really  nice  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  community  coming  together. 
Our  program,  working  closely  with  the 
press,  some  of  the  bars,  the  police  and  the 
District  Attorney’s  office,  led  to  this  man’s 
capture.  It’s  important  that  this  man  receiv¬ 
ed  significant  jail  time,”  said  Collier. 

Tom  Samoluk,  a  spokesperson  for  the 
Middlesex  County  District  Attorney’s  of¬ 
fice,  said  prosecutors  in  the  case  asked 
Sullivan  to  give  Komnenus  a  15-20  year 
sentence.  Samoluk  said  Komnenus  would 
have  to  serve  at  least  four  years  in  prison 
before  he  would  be  eligible  for  parole.  □ 

Watkins 

Continued  from  page  I 

frustration  and  harassment  that  characteriz¬ 
ed  the  end  of  his  active  duty  career  made 
him  reluctant  to  return. 

“I  enjoyed  being  in  the  service,  but  it  cer¬ 
tainly  was  a  place  where  I  was  getting  harass¬ 
ed  a  lot,”  said  Watkins.  “Towards  the  end 
they  had  people  falsifying  documents  and 
placing  them  in  my  record,  and  they  had 
people  trying  to  get  me  to  crack  under 
pressure....  If  I  were  given  the  opportunity 
to  return  to  the  service  I  enlisted  in  —  that 
treated  me  like  a  soldier  and  with  respect  like 
it  did  before  all  this  happened  —  I  wouldn’t 
mind  going  back.” 

Watkins  said  he  was  personally  glad 
about  the  outcome  of  the  case,  although  he 
wished  the  court  had  reached  a  broader  deci¬ 
sion.  He  added  that  he  thought  “ten  or 
twelve  hundred  lesbians  and  gays  [in  the 
military]  need  to  stand  up”  and  challenge 
the  anti-gay  exclusionary  policy. 

But  Gilberd  cautioned  that  since  the  deci¬ 
sion  is  so  narrow  in  the  Watkins  case,  it 
should  not  be  interpreted  by  lesbians  and 
gay  men  currently  enlisted  in  the  armed 
forces  as  a  signal  to  come  out  to  their  com¬ 
manding  officers. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


Terry  joined  80  other  protesters  in  shutting 
down  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge,  an  action 
which  blocked  morning  rush  hour  traffic  for 
40  minutes  and  drew  national  attention. 
Many  people  affiliated  with  Stop  AIDS 
Now  or  Else,  the  group  responsible  for  the 
action,  credit  Terry  with  coming  up  with  the 
idea  of  causing  a  massive  traffic  jam  in  order 
to  stop  “business  as  usual.” 

Terry  was  loved  and  respected  by  all  those 
whose  lives  he  touched.  We  were  deeply 
moved  by  his  compassion,  warmth,  and 
sense  of  humor.  His  commitment  constantly 
taught  us,  and  challenged  us  to  escalate  the 
fight  to  end  this  epidemic.  When  discussing 
his  activism,  Terry  always  said,  “If  not  me, 
who?  If  not  now,  when?”  We  carry  his  spirit 
with  us  as  we  recommit  ourselves  to  the 
struggle  for  lesbian  and  gay  liberation  and 
the  fight  against  AIDS.  Act  up,  fight  back, 
fight  AIDS.  □ 


Saying  goodbye  to  Terry:  flowers  and  flyers  at 
the  April  24  memorial 


Terry 

There  is  always  the  reality, 

One  day  to  the  next. 

The  easy  touch-gentle  whispers, 
from  here  to  there, 

Breathing  to  unnatural  stillness. 

Tubes  akimbo  externally 
providing  the  drip,  drip,  drip  — 
liquid  life  manufactured  at  a  cost, 
for  those  who  can  afford  it. 

SADNESS  IS  UNSETTLING. 

We  carry  the  ashes  back, 
to  the  crystal  clear  edge  of  the  sea. 
Little  whitecaps  and, 
billowing  racing  sails. 

Smudged  fingers  dig  into  — 
what  was  once  all  of  you. 

Your  laugh  and  energy. 

Anger  and  frustration. 

Gently  flung  free  at  last. 

WE  STAND  IN  A  CIRCLE  AND 
THINK. 

Not  too  long  ago  I  caught 
you  staring  into  space. 

“Lost  in  thought?”  I  asked 
“Is  death  the  end?”  you  answered, 
“is  it  where  all  this  shit  stops?” 


Terry  Sutton 

Continued  from  page  3 

ACT  UP  chapters  from  across  the  country 
closed  down  the  FDA  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Terry  worked  tirelessly  over  the  past  few 
months  to  provide  access  to  Foscarnet.  His 
demands  forced  Astra  to  open  a  salvage  pro¬ 
tocol  for  Foscarnet  in  San  Francisco  even 
though  Terry  himself  didn’t  qualify  for  the 
protocol.  In  January  of  this  year,  Terry  and 
eight  other  people  from  the  PISD  caucus 
held  a  sit-in  at  San  Francisco  General 
Hospital,  blocking  the  entrance  to  the  phar¬ 
macy,  demanding  access  to  Foscarnet,  and 
challenging  the  exclusionary  focus  of  treat¬ 
ment  protocols. 

That  same  month,  with  a  fever  of  104°, 


Tragic  apologies  two  short 
weeks  later  and  still  the  question 
flounders  unanswered. 

Ripples-teary  pity-past  pictures, 
kaleidescope  crash  images. 

You  thumping  my  heart  with  pain. 

HOW  wilL  THE  LOSS 
BE  REGAINED? 

If  I  had  one  bone  of  yours  to  plant, 
in  well  tilled  and  fertilized  soil, 
would  you  grow  up  out  of  the  earth, 
spreading  shady  safety  on  those, 
gathered  below  your  boughs? 

Is  anyone  listening? 

Does  anybody  know? 

Hello?  Hello? 

©  1 989  Waiyde  Palmer 
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wmyn  -  identified  -  wmyn 

A  trade  exchange  it: 


a  business  that  lists  other  business  vho  are  villinc  *> 
barter  for  trade  credits  in  lieu  of  a  direct  exchance  of 
toods/services.  Through  a  trade  exchance  you  receive 
many  benefits  includinc,  hicher  profits,  increased 
exposure  and  tax  breaks  Redirect  the  economic  force 
in  this  country,  find  out  more  about  Isis  by  callinc 

1  800  426-  7164  or  513  -  767  -  9190 

via  post  1 13  E  Whiteman  St.  Yellov  Sprints,  Ohio  45387 


OUR  15th 
FESTIVAL! 

June  1-4,  1989 

‘An  Indoor  Festival 
*3  Mainstage  Performances 
‘Showcase  Performances  and  Dances 
‘Over  120  workshops 
‘Open  MIC  and  Round  Robin 
‘MUCH  MORE! 

Jend  request  for  brochure  to: 

NWMF  Dept.  GCN,  P.O.Box  5217 
Bloomington,  IN  47401-5217 


COHVfUMITY- 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 

Somerville,  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
628-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston.  MA  02109 
523-1060 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 

351  Broadway.  Cambridge 
868-3392 

T.W.F.Sat  10-6,  Th  12-8 
Repairs/Parts/Workspace 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK  CLUB 
P.O.  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT  06856. 
National  gay  &  lesbian  book 
club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle, 
South  Africa,  Central  America. 
Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  021 16 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

Earle  III  Inc.  Building 
Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and  Commercial 
Call  Buddy  (617)  354-1706 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Madson.  L.I.C.S.W 
(508)  475-6950 
insurance  accepted 


ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  021 15 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
739-7860 

EATING  DISORDERS 
Ind.  &  Group 

Ongoing  therapy  group  for 
lesbian  &  bisexual  women  with 
anorexia,  bulimia  &  compulsive 
eating  issues.  Call  for 
interview. 

Valery  Rockwell,  M.Ed. 

492-7843 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

18614  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

GAY  &  LESBIAN  HEALTH 
180  Cambridge  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-8353 
Mental  Health  &  Substance 
Abuse  Counseling 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St„  Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
776-9232 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60'/r  Sacramento  St, 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq..  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq..  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  021 18 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat  10-6 


HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
,  Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 
266-8122  M-Th.,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV  Out¬ 
patient  Clinic:  267-7573) 
and 

93  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health,  Research, 
Community  Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  8  testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  HOSPITAL 
MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  senisitve  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  498-1660  for  appt. 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay  &  les¬ 
bian  community. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER  INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston,  Ma.  021 18 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your  insurance 
needs 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St 
P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston,  Ma.  02105 
I  800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

-  Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227  7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 


MACROBIOTICS 

Wholesome,  well-balanced, 
deJictous  macrobiotic  meals. 
Also,  special  diets  for  life- 
threatening  illnesses.  Delivery/ 
references.  Call  Mary  277-8087 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese.  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-SaL.  12-7 


DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing, 

Janet  Deegan 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews 
P.O.  Box  II 
Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone:  (617)  782-8894 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov’t 
Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship  7pm, 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community,  523-7664 

St.  Paul’s  Western  Orthodox 
Church 

351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass  every  Sun.  5:30pm 
Serving  the  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Comm. 

Unitarian  Universalist 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun.  I  lam 
Service  -  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  &  Dudley 
Sts.,  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PUNNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirts  and  More 
P  O.  Box  405 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
508/546-7252 


WOMEN'S  NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  for 

Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  M A  02139 
(617)  497  7200 

Th  8pm-2am,  F  4pm-2am,  Sat 
9pm-2am 


♦ 

WE’RE 

TALKING 

ABOUT 

AIDS 

Support  groups  now  forming  at 
Project  Aware  for  individuals  with 
AIDS  and  AIDS  Related  Complex 
(ARC),  and  those  who  have  tested 
HIV  positive. 

Project  Aware  is  an  AIDS  counsel¬ 
ing  and  educational  program  of 
Stanley  Street  Treatment  and 
Resources.  For  more  information, 
call  679-5222.  Confidentiality 
assured. 


Center  for  Alcohol  and 
Drug  Problems 

386  Stanley  Street,  Fall  River,  MA  02720 

679-5222 
A  United  Way  Agency 


EATING  DISORDERS 

•  Anorexia  Bulimia 

•  Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for  lesbian 

&  bisexual  women 
Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 

Valery  Rockwell,  M.Ed. 
492-7843 


JOHN  WARD 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

CRIMINAL  DEFENSE 
CIVIL  LITIGATION 

(617)  424-1965 
65a  ATLANTIC  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  M A  02110 

MORE  THAN  TEN  YEARS  EXPERIENCE' 
SERVING  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1 762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 
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Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For 
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Name  this  cartoon 


healthy  teeth, 
they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 
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Eugene  D.  Vallely,  Jr. 
dies  of  AIDS 


By  Gene  Fedorko 

NEW  YORK  —  Gene  Vallely,  41 ,  former¬ 
ly  of  Boston  and  Provincetown,  died  of 
AIDS  Jan.  22  in  New  York  City  at  Cabrini 
Medical  Center. 

Born  in  Dubois,  Pennsylvania  on  March 
2,  1947,  Vallely  attended  Dubois  Central 
Catholic  High  School  and  Penn  State  Uni¬ 
versity. 

He  moved  to  Provincetown  in  1978  and  to 
Boston  in  1980,  where  he  became  known  as 
a  colorful  character.  He  had  a  keen  interest 
in  the  arts  and  the  classics  and  was  an  ex¬ 
cellent  storyteller.  He  was  exceptionally 
sociable  and  was  well  known  and  well  liked 
by  many  people  whose  lives  he  touched.  He 
transformed  his  life  in  1979  by  quitting 
drugs  and  alcohol,  and  impacted  on  the  lives 
of  many  people  with  the  service  work  he  did 


in  12-step  programs.  He  was  well-travelled 
and  well-read. 

He  is  survived  by  his  mother,  Kathleen  E. 
Vallely,  of  Dubois.  His  father,  Eugene  D. 
Vallely,  Sr.,  died  in  1972.  Also  surviving  are 
his  four  sisters,  Sara  V.  Culley,  of  Hilton 
Head  Island,  South  Carolina;  Ann  E.  Dav¬ 
enport  of  Dubois;  Theresa  Luger  of  New 
York  City;  Kathy  Vallely  of  Pittsburgh;  a 
brother,  James  P.  Vallely  of  Dubois;  eleven 
nieces  and  nephews;  and  many,  many  loving 
friends  from  all  over  the  world. 

In  lieu  of  flowers,  contributions  in  his 
name  may  be  made  to  HEAL,  an  AIDS 
support  group  in  New  York  City,  P.O.  Box 
1103,  Old  Chelsea  Station,  New  York,  NY 
10113.  □ 


ROTC 

Continued  from  page  I 


erupted  in  chaos.  On  May  7,  at  its  final 
meeting  this  year,  the  UC  decided  to  table 
further  discussion  of  the  controversy  until 
next  year. 

Supporters  of  ROTC  criticized  the  activ¬ 
ists  for  forcing  Harvard  to  take  a  stand 
which  would  have  little  tangible  impact  on 
the  military.  But  Cice  said  repeatedly  that  he 
did  not  want  to  make  a  quiet  symbolic  state¬ 
ment.  “Instead,”  he  said,  “we  will  apply 
the  pressure  of  negative  national  publicity 
on  the  military.”  Activists  were  understand¬ 
ably  elated  when  they  began  receiving  atten¬ 
tion.  The  New  York  Times  has  covered  the 
story  twice,  and  Time  magazine  recently 
reported  that  the  “triumph... was  but  one 
among  several  signs  that  gay  power  is  bur¬ 
geoning  at  Harvard.”  □ 


Sticks 

Continued  from  page  7 

creasingly  proud  of  herself. 

Because  teaching  about  complex  subjects 
like  homophobia  and  racism  is  a  lot  for  any 
teacher  to  handle,  the  Equity  Institute  has 
provided  a  curriculum  guide.  The  guide  is 
divided  into  five  sections,  including  a  detail¬ 
ed  resource  list,  and  provides  suggestions  on 
how  to  incorporate  the  “appreciating  diver¬ 
sity”  program  into  the  curriculum.  Using  an 
“oppression  wheel,”  teachers  learn  to  in¬ 
struct  their  students  that  any  kind  of  oppres¬ 
sion  disempowers  both  the  oppressor  and 
the  oppressee. 

For  use  after  the  video,  there  are  lots  of 
exercises  which  will  help  students  take  a 
stand  against  the  name-calling  and  injustices 
in  their  midst.  The  units  employ  techniques 
which  bear  a  strong  resemblance  to  those  us¬ 
ed  in  group  therapy.  Students  are  asked  to 
discuss  their  feelings  about  the  issues  raised 
in  the  video.  Confidentiality  is  stressed,  and 
each  session  ends  with  exercises  to  help 
students  appreciate  themselves  and  each 
other.  In  addition,  there’s  a  section  created 
especially  for  guidance  counselors  which  ad¬ 
dress,  among  other  things,  staff  awareness, 
suicide  prevention,  and  guidance  techni¬ 
ques. 

Sticks,  Stones,  and  Stereotypes  is  an  im¬ 
pressive  undertaking.  Had  it  been  around 


when  I  was  a  teenager,  I  might  have  found 
high  school  something  more  than  a  conve¬ 
nient  escape  from  home.  Still,  I  wonder, 
since  the  program  is  meant  to  teach  students 
to  appreciate  diversity,  why  issues  of  racism, 
sexism,  and  class  oppression  do  not  figure  as 
prominently  as  homophobia.  Perhaps  this  is 
the  Equity  Institute’s  sneaky  way  to  get 
school  systems  to  deal  with  queers. 
Whatever  their  justification,  I  laud  them  for 
their  efforts.  Now,  if  they  could  only  do 
something  about  the  cafeterias.  □ 
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posters,  graphics,  paintings 
237  Broadway,  Hanover  MA 

826-3118 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 
HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


COUNSELING 
l  OR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Ciroup 
Counseling 


Cad  247-4861 

Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


BI  TPDFNBRCiDKS 

BACK  BAY  BCOKSMITH 

Boston 's  only  complete  bookstore. 

Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of-print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  536-4433 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


.  J-  / 


Don’t  miss  your  chance  to 
advertise  in  the  Guardian’s 
Stonewall  Supplement! 


Help  commemorate  20  years  of  the 
lesbian  and  gay  liberation  movement. 

Thousands  of  copies  of  this  special  supplement  will  be  distributed  FREE 
at  lesbian  and  gay  pride  events  across  the  country.  Advertising  space  is  available 
at  very  low  rates.  Call  Cindy  Tarail  at  212-691-0404. 


Advertising  deadlines; 

•  Issue  date:  May  31  •  Camera-ready  ads:  May  22 

•  Press  date:  May  24  •  Non-camera-ready  ads:  May  19 


Safer  Sex 

and  Drug  Use 
Guidelines 

GCN's  guidelines  come  from  a  wide  variety 
of  sources  aimed  at  various  communities 
concerned  about  the  AIDS  epidemic  and 
health  in  general.  We  want  to  confront  the 
prevailing  ‘‘no  sex  is  best"  attitude  and 
present  an  approach  that  is  as  sex-positive  as 
possible. 

Be  aware  that  the  highest  concentrations  of 
HIV  (the  virus  widely  thought  to  cause  AIDS) 
are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  The  most 
common  routes  of  HIV  transmission  are 
through  sharing  needles  and  unprotected  anal 
or  vaginal  intercourse. 

Information  for  gay  male,  lesbian  and 
bisexual  communities 

Safer  sex  can  include:  massage,  hugging, 
kissing,  erotic  talk,  phone  sex,  masturbation 
(solo,  pairs  and  groups),  using  your  own 
vibrators,  dildos  or  other  sex  toys  and  s/m, 
butch/fem  role-playing,  fantasy  scenes, 
bondage  and  other  activities  that  do  not 
involve  the  exchange  of  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood). 

Do  not  allow  a  partner’s  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn 
from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  to  enter 
your  vagina,  anus,  mouth  or  breaks  in  your 
skin. 

Use  condoms  for  fucking  (anal  and  vaginal 
intercourse),  for  licking/sucking  penises  and 
for  covering  dildos  and  other  sex  toys.  Use 
water-based  lubricants.  Use  latex  barriers 
(dental  dams  or  other  plastic/latex  materials) 
between  the  genital  area  and  mouth  when 
licking/sucking  cunts  and  assholes.  Be 
especially  careful  to  avoid  the  exchange  of 
menstrual  blood.  Using  nonoxynol-9  or  other 
spermicides  with  condoms  and  latex  barriers 
may  add  extra  protection. 

For  finger-fucking  or  fisting  (anal  or  vaginal 
penetration  with  fingers  or  hands),  use  latex 
gloves  or  finger  cots.  Use  water-based 


Alternative  Insemination  may  put  you  at 
risk.  Be  sure  to  discuss  risk  for  AIDS  with 
potential  donors  or  sperm  bank. 

Be  aware  that  some  risk  of  exposure  to 
immune-suppressing  infections  (such  as  mono 
and  amoebiasis)  may  be  associated  with 
rimming  (anal-oral  contact)  —  use  a  latex 
barrier.  Risk  may  also  be  associated  with 
watersports  (urine)  or  feces  in  the  mouth, 
rectum  or  in  open  cuts.  If  you  share  dildos, 
vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  condoms  or 
clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide. 

Your  body's  ability  to  fight  all  disease, 
including  AIDS  and  its  related  illnesses  (such 
as  Kaposi's  Sarcoma  and  pneumocystis  carinii 
pneumonia),  may  be  benefitted  by  general 
good  health  —  good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest, 
exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol,  poppers 
and  other  drugs. 

If  you  use  IV  drugs,  follow  the  guidelines 
below. 

Intravenous  drug  use 

Do  not  share  works  (needles,  syringes, 
droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers). 

Do  not  re-use  needles;  use  fresh  cottons 
each  time. 

If  you  must  share  or  re-use  your  works, 
clean  them  as  follows:  dip  needle  and  works 
into  100  percent  bleach,  draw  up  and  release 
three  times,  dip  needle  and  works  into  water, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times  (in  an 
emergency,  rubbing  alcohol,  vodka  or  wine 
can  also  be  used).  As  an  alternative,  boil 
works  in  water  for  at  least  fifteen  minutes. 
Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  clean  your 
works. 

Resource  phone  numbers 

National  AIDS  Hotline:  I  (800)  342-7514 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  Boston:  (617)  536-7733 
LitmoAIDS  Hotline  (bilingual).  Boston  (617)  262  7258 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  Taskforce. 
Boston:  (617)  437-4200 

Gay  Mens  Health  Crisis  (GMHC).  New  York:  (212) 
807  6655 

National  Minority  AIDS  Council  (NMAC).  Washington. 
D  C.:  (202)  544-1076 

Women  s  AIDS  Network.  San  Francisco.  (415)  864-4376 
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PERSONALS 


SERVICES 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  .  Gay  Community  News.  62  Berkeley  St..  Boston.  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. 

Brilliant  gigundo  dyke  seeks  others  for  correspondence. 
5’7”/240  lb,  quite  exasperated  about  it  but  horrifyingly 
powerless  too.  Am  1  the  only  one?  GCN  Box  354.  (42) 

DANNY.  MY  BOSTON  LOVE-MAN 

1  love  to  be  with  you.  and  1  can't  wait  to  bring  you  back 
with  me. 

Your  Philadelphia  Teddy-Bear.  Don  (43) 

Motherhood?  JM  41,  accomplished,  fairly  normal, 
(Yes,  HTLV-III  Neg.)  seeks  Jewish  L/Bi  woman  to  ex¬ 
plore  having  a  child  and  parenting  options.  Let’s  talk! 
GCN  Box  352.  (43) 

LAVERNE 

I'm  getting  married. 

Lerlene  (42) 

GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer 
to  help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Jennie  or  Judy  at  GCN.  426-4469. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

RET1REDIOLDER  GAYS/LESBIANS 

ISO  information,  interest  in  gay  organization  like  AARP. 
Know  one?  Like  to  see  one  established?  Work  for  straight 
retirement  association?  Know  how  to  get  seed  money?  Write 
Jim  Harrison.  1340  Vermont  Ave.  NW  no.  2,  Washington, 
DC  20005.  (42) 

A  CALL  FOR  WRITING:  The  effect  of  childhood  abuse  on 
pregnancy  and  childbirth.  For  guidelines:  Laura  Davis,  An- 
hology,  P.O.  Box  460190,  San  Francisco,  CA  94146.  (42/50) 

ENDING  RELATIONSHIPS 

Short-term  therapy  group  now  forming  for  lesbians  coming 
out  of  relationships.  Come  validate  your  feelings  and  discover 
skills  and  resources.  Put  closure  on  the  old  and  move  toward 
new  beginnings.  Anita  Fast.  Ph.D.  (617)  924-6204.  (43) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  on-going  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC  at  508-744-6841  for  info  and  support. 

(17.20) 

Rat  pickers  and  fiddlers  wanted  for  cooperative  jamming  star¬ 
ting  in  June.  If  you'd  like  to  swap  and  trade  leads  please  write 
Box  550  (43) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Kelly  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (C) 

SERVICES 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 

Amy  Levine,  LICSW 

Psychotherapist 
1105  Mass.  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 


By  appointment  617/923-1143 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 

Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  *Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Btooklln»4132»14jl 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room'  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25«  per  word  (35«  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35t  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x_ 

□  Bold  ( $  1 . 50  x _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

.  number  of  runs)  $ . 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $_ 

□  21 -30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $ . 

□  31+  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  S  . 

Subtotal  $  . 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $  _ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  S  . 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $  _ 

US:  S33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $15  $_ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
CCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 
Address  _ 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


SERVICES 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

'Family  Law 
'Real  Estate  Transfers 
'Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
'Discrimination 
'Unemployment 
'Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


ADDICTION  PROGRAM 
COORDINATOR 

Victory  House  is  seeking  an  individual  to 
coordinate  our  residential  evening  AIDS  and 
addiction  counseling  program.  Responsibili¬ 
ties  include:  individual  client  counseling, 
case  management,  group  counseling,  client 
treatment  planning,  evening  program  man¬ 
agement,  addiction  and  AIDS  education. 
SALARY;  $19,000. 

HOURS:  3:30  to  11:30  P.M.,  Monday- 
Friday. 

BENEFITS:  Full  individual  health  in¬ 
surance,  three  weeks  vacation,  holiday  and 
personal  time. 

QUALIFICATIONS:  Bachelor’s  degree 
with  one  year  experience  in  substance 
abuse  treatment;  or  a  minimum  of  three 
years  work  experience  in  the  addic- 
tions/AIDS  treatment  field. 

SEND  RESUME  TO:  Sun  Popowski, 
Victory  House,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  365, 

Boston,  MA  02118 

EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY/AFFIR¬ 
MATIVE  ACTION  M/F  EMPLOYER 


Work  for  peace  and  justice  in  Central  America  this  sum¬ 
mer.  CASA  is  hiring  for  evening  phone  canvass  posi¬ 
tions.  $7. 15/hr.  Call  492-8699,  ask  for  Malkal  or  Pam. 
_ (43) 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

EXCITING  OPPORTUNITY  TO  HELP  CHANGE  THE 
FUTURE! 

Newly  formed  Community  Research  Initiative  for  ex¬ 
perimental  AIDS  treatments  seeks  creative,  results 
oriented  individual  to  develop  and  administer  programs 
and  funding.  Fiscal  skills,  PR  abilities,  AIDS  knowledge 
and  community  organizing  experience  expected. 
Demonstrated  experience  with  diverse  populations 
essential.  5  years  administrative  experience  with  Masters 
degree  preferred.  Salary:  Mid-30’s  plus  benefits.  Send 
resume  and  cover  letter  by  May  26  to  Search  Committee, 
Community  Research  Initiative  of  New  England,  775 
Boylston  Suite  704,  Boston,  MA  021 16. _ (43) 

ADVOCATES  FOR  BATTERED  WOMEN 
Daybreak,  an  agency  for  battered  women  and  their 
children  seeks  two  fulltime  positoris:  Ad¬ 
vocate/Resource  for  Lesbians  which  involves:  staffing 
shelter,  advocacy  and  groups.  House  manager  involves: 
staffing  shelter  and  house  maintenance.  Apply  by  June 
1st  to  Program  Director,  Daybreak,  75B  Grove  St.,  Rm 
154,  Wore.  MA  01605.  AA/EOE. _ (44) 

JOIN  THE  GE  BOYCOTT 

INFACT’s  national  office  in  Boston  needs  people  com¬ 
mitted  to  peace  and  justice.  Be  part  of  this  dynamic  in¬ 
ternational  grassroots  effort  to  stop  production  and  pro¬ 
motion  of  nuclear  weapons.  Two  positions  available: 
Office  Manager/ Development  Administrator  and  Book¬ 
keeper/Financial  Assistant.  Living  stipend,  health  and 
transportation  provided.  Women  and  people  of  color 
urged  to  apply.  For  more  information  contact  Kathy 
Pillsbury,  INFACT,  256  Hanover  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02113  (617)742-4583.  Apply  ASAP! _ (44) 

PAINTERS  WANTED 

Looking  for  hard  workers  to  join  interior/exterior  pain¬ 
ting  crew  for  Spring/Summer.  Exp.  pref.  S  10/hr.  Start 
any  time.  522-1720. _ (42) 

ADVERTISING  SALES 

Excellent  part-time  openings  marketing  advertising  for 
america’s  premiere  gay  &  lesbian  newsweekly,  GA  Y 
COMMUNITY  NEWS.  Ad  reps  receive  high  commis¬ 
sion,  leads  and  staff  support.  Work  can  be  done  from 
your  home.  If  you  are  assertive,  responsible,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  sales,  call  the  Advertising  Coordinator  at 
(617)  426-4469,  or  write  to  GCN  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston.  Mass  02116. _ 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women's  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $  1 2/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _  (Ex) 


CLASSIFIEDS 

[roommate  wanted 


CAMBRIDGEPORT  SUMMER  SUBLET 

1GM  and  I  straight  F  seek  lesbian  (he  wants  someone 
queer,  she  wants  a  woman)  for  June-Aug.  sublet ,  Our 
favorite  adjectives  are  warm,  progressive,  fun,  in¬ 
teresting.  supportive,  and  intelligent.  S267/month  plus 
utilities.  868-7069, _ _ _ (43) 

ILF  seeking  2LFs  for  spacious  3br  E. Arlington  condex; 
sunny,  quiet,  aesthetic,  yard,  storage,  MBTA,  near 
Capitol  Theatre;  nosmk.  no  pels,  no  excesses,  S450  incl 
hi.;  Tina  6480970 Ivmsg, _ (45) 

ROOMMATE/CAMBRIDGE 

Feminist  woman  for  I920's  style  apartment.  Beautiful 
hardwood  floors,  antique  furniture,  lots  of  space,  in¬ 
dependent  non-smoker.  Five  minutes  to  T.  Harvard 
Square.  Available  June  I.  $495-p!us/month.  Ellen 
354-3966. _ (42) 

FREQUENT  FLYER  TO  NEW  YORK? 

Brooklyn  share  with  clean,  quiet,  discreet  lesbian  cou¬ 
ple.  Own  bedroom,  access  to  kitchen,  two  sitting  rooms. 
20  min  to  Wall  Street,  one  blk  from  train.  Apt.  faces 
700-aere  Prospect  Park.  $350/mo.  (718)  965-0477.  (43) 

SUMMER  SUBLET 

Lesbian  couple  looking  for  one  or  two  more  people 
(couple  fine).  2  rooms  available,  if  one  person  $200 
each.  2  people  $150  each.  Apt.  is  available  June  fill 
Sept.,  possibly  longer.  In  West  Somerville.  Call  Patti 
666-3920. _ (43) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Two  LF’s  are  looking  for  two  LF’s  and  a  toaster  to  live 
in  large  sunny  JP  apartment,  near  Orange  and  Green 
lines.  No  smoking,  semi-co-op.  Pets  ok.  $225  and  $250. 
Avail,  in  June  and  Sept.  Please  call  983-0599. _ (42) 

LF  seeks  LF  to  share  smokc-lree  home  in  Allston  near 
T.  Sauna,  deck,  garden,  W/D,  common  spaces,  two 
private  rooms  for  you.  $450/month  plus  Vi  utilities. 

Availabile  now,  783-3580. _ (43) 

LF  to  share  sunny  3BR  JP  semi-coop  near  T  and  Ar¬ 
boretum.  No  smoking.  Pets  are  fine.  $335-plus. 

522-4368. _ (43) 

HOUSEMATE  WANTED 

3  LF  seek  mature  25-plus  LF  to  hsare  beaut,  spae.  single 
family  house  in  Dorchester  near  Ashmont  Station.  We 
are  a  pol.  conscious  house  of  women  who  provide  warm 
stable  environ.  Plenty  of  plants  and  sunshine.  $400  inc. 
all  utilities,  great  cook,  large  common  living  areas,  sun 
room  2nd  floor  deck  tat  stretches  into  trees  that  sur¬ 
round  our  home.  Parking,  laundry,  fireplace,  piano. 
Call  296-241 1 , _ _ _ j43) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Six  LF/GMs  seek  7th  to  share  spacious  Viet,  home  on 
quiet  wooded  street.  Indep.,  pkg.,  w/d,  no  smoking, 
near  Orange  and  Green  lines.  $300-340  plus  util,  plus 
deposil.  Avail  June  1  for  summer,  poss.  longer.  Call 
Julie.  522-6350. _  (42) 

LF,  29  seeks  2  non-smoking  vegetarian,  easy  going  LF’s 
25-plus  for  Somerville  apartment  with  a  view.  Frances 
(the  cat)  wants  feline  companion.  Avail.  6/1,  $3l0-plus, 
776-7909, _ (42) 

SHARE  HOUSE  IN  SOMERVILLE 
LF  34  seeks  LF  30-plus  quiet,  responsible,  no  pets, 
drinking,  drugs,  smoking.  3  rooms  to  yourself.  $500 
plus  '/i  utilities.  Available  5/1 . 628-7487. _ (42) 

Gay  female  32  seeks  professional  responsible  non¬ 
smoking  roommate  to  look  for  apartment/house  from 
Framingham  areas  up  to  Concord/ Arlington  areas.  No 
cats,  (508)  88 1  -4758  leave  message. _ (42) 

I  LF,  I  SFseek  I  F.  to  share  sunny  apt.  in  Davis  Square. 
$266  plus/mo.  Avail.  June  1st.  No  smoke,  possible  pets. 
Pis,  call  666-81 18. _ (42) 

Cat  of  unknown  persuasion  seeks  LF  25-plus  to  share  JP 
apartment  with  personable,  well  behaved,  indoor/out¬ 
door  LF  owner.  Apartment  is  sunny,  spacious  2  BR  near 
T.  Roommate  should  have  sense  of  humor  and  posess 
some  cat-like  qualities.  No  smoke/drugs,  minimum 
alcohol.  No  more  pets,  please.  $337  includes  heat. 
524-3173. _ (42) 

JP  HOUSEMATE 

3LF  seek  4th  to  join  spacious  chem  and  alcohol  free 
friendly  home.  Have  kitten,  no  more  pets.  Available 
now,  call  522-0637  for  more  details.  $245-plus. _ (42) 

LF  and  GM  32  seek  LF  27-plus  for  spacious  sunny  3 
bedroom  Belmont-Cambridge  apt.  Semi-vegetarian, 
clean,  friendly,  responsible;  No 
drugs/smoke/alcohol/pets.  Near  T.  $320-plus. 
484-1553. _ (42) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

3LFs  looking  for  4th  to  fill  our  cozy  spacious  semi-ecop 
home  near  T.  Has  wood  stove  and  nice  wood  floors. 
We’re  veget.,  political  and  funny.  225/mo-plus,  starts 
July  1st.  522-9351. _ (42) 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 
AD 


□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 
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CLASSIFIEDS' 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


Clean  mature  responsible  stable  honest  26-plus  person 
for  independent  household,  share  chores  —  cats,  piano, 
gardens,  space,  large  Victorian.  Dorchester,  on  red  line. 
200-plus,  282-1217. _  (42) 

JOIN  US  IN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 

2  lesbians  seek  third  for  3  BR  Victorian  apt.  Hardwood 
floors,  living  room,  kitchen,  porch,  yard.  W/D.  Close 
to  T,  bus  and  pond.  Nice  area  and  nice  neighbors. 
Available  6/1.  $417  and  'A  electric.  522-9768  or  Julie 
(days)  725-3562. _ (42) 

PROGRESSIVE  COOP  CAMBRIDGE 
Seeking  housemates.  We  are  mixed  men/women,  mixed 
sexual  orientations,  semi-veg.  If  you  are  easy-going, 
responsible,  non-smoking,  cat-free,  call!  864-1466.  (42) 
LF  seeks  one  or  two  LF’s  for  large  Viet.  apt.  in 
Worcester,  big  porch,  private  entrance,  parking,  split 
$570  plus,  AvI.  6/1  (508)753-9066.  _ (45) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  SUMMER  SUBLET 
Three  lesbian  feminists  seeking  a  L.F.  to  share  beautiful 
J.P.  apartment.  Progressive  politics,  spirit,  humor, 
food.  W/D.  Near  arboretum,  T  lines.  No  smoking,  no 
drugs  and  minimal  alcohol  use.  $220-plus.  Summer 
sublet  (6/1-8/31)  dates  negotiable.  Call  Beth  at 
524-6209. _ (42) 

Som/Camb  2  I.Fs  seek  amusing  3rd  for  apt.  Near  ‘T’  for 
6/1,  $342-plus.  Sorry,  no  pets  or  smoking.  Call 
776-6158, _ (42) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  PART  TIME 

Prof  LF  35-plus  seeks  P/T  LF  30-plus  rmate  nr  Pond  T 
own  rm  share  kitchen  hath  no  pets  non-smkr  avail  now. 
$350. Of)  incl  utils  522-9980  (h)  873-2545  (w). _ (42) 

Ncwtonville:  2  l.Fs  seek  LF  for  housemate  situation 
semi-coop,  fireplace,  yard,  parking,  half  bath.  No 
alcohol,  drugs,  smoking,  $350plus.  Last  month’s  rent. 
965-0648.  _ . _  (42) 


SUMMER  RENTALS 


GREAT  P  TOWN  CONDO 

Beautiful,  ocean-front  studio  condo  available  by  the 
week  in  Provincelown.  This  sunny,  private  condo  with 
deck  is  a  perfect  spot  for  couples.  Reasonable  rates  — 
call  (413)  586-4999.  (413)  586-1572,  or  (413)  549-4136  for 
details. _ (44) 

PROVINCETOWN  BEACH  POINT 
Condo  with  loft,  sleeps  four,  kitchen,  parking,  private 
patio,  healed  pool,  cable  TV,  beach  access.  $400  week, 
$300  off-season.  Call  (508)  369-2872.  (42) 


APARTMENT 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Small  2  bedroom  api.  Great  view.  Secure  bldg.  Close  to  Green 
St.  T  on  Orange  Line.  Parking.  W/D.  Porches.  $750-plus 
utils,  524-2401 ,  Avail  6/ 1 . _ (45) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Sunny  2  BR  five  minutes  from  Forest  Hills  T.  Lesbian 
own/occ.  One  off-street  parking  space,  W/D,  yard,  porches, 
wood  stove.  $725/month  includes  heat.  522-5529,  leave  a 
message.  Avail  June  1. _ (43) 

LYNN/SWAMPSCOTT 

Sunny  4  room  (I  BR) apt .  Walk  to  beach.  2  blocks  from  train. 
Off  street  parking.  Very  nice  area.  $700  includes  all  utilities. 
(508)  744-0959. _  (42) 

Dorchester:  Six  room  two  bdrm  first  floor  fresh  paint, 
renov.  kitch,  bath.  Washer  hookup.  Safe  owner-occup. 
bldng.  $600  month  plus  utilities.  282-1 196,  eves,  (42) 


FOR  SALE 


GOING  WEST! 

Household  Goods!  Must  Sell!! 

Futon  Sofa  Beds  Both  Queen  Size 
Super  Deluxe  Cotton  Foam 
Models.  One  is  a  light  colored 
hardwood  frame  with  arms  and  a 
beautiful  rust  colored  zippered 
cover  with  bolster  pillows.  Perfect 
for  living  room  sofa  bed  or  stu¬ 
dio  apartment.  $350.  The  other 
is  unfinished  pine  frame  that  you 
may  stain  any  color.  Has  an  off- 
white  protective  cover.  $250. 

Bavarian  China  Gorgeous  spring- 
wheat  pattern.  8  piece  formal  set. 
$100. 

Lechmere  Back-Saver  Chair  $30. 
Dorm  size  refrigerator  $65. 
Small  Freezer  $25. 

Large  Stereo  Cassette  Recorder 
JVC  $100. 

2  Arm  chairs  $10  each. 

Plants  to  good  homes  only. 
Avocado  &  Rubber  trees.  Fronds, 
many  varieties  —  must  see  to 
appreciate. 

Call  Kathleen  426-7042  (days)  or 
524-2401  (evenings) 


Quincy  —  Wollaston  Hill 

Seeing  is  believing!  Buy  a 
lifestyle.  Treed  retreat,  2-3 
bedrooms,  2Vi  baths,  fabulous 
master  bedroom  with  private 
bath  and  deck,  grand  19x15  kit¬ 
chen.  $274,000. 

Contact  Marie  Stamos,  Stamos  & 
Stamos  Realtors,  747  East  Squan- 
tum  Street,  Squantum,  MA 
02171.  617/328-9400. 


VACATIONS 


GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  our  pool,  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  100  acre  mountain  set¬ 
ting  with  golf,  tennis,  hiking,  antiquing  nearby. 
HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  1 18G,  Bethlehem,  NH,  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (17,8) 


GCN  SPECIALS 


The  GCN  fealures  dcpi.  could  really  use  someone  to 
help  keep  track  of  the  books  for  review,  correspond  with 
publishers,  etc.  About  3  hrs  a  week.  We’ll  love  you 
forever!  Call  Steph  at  GCN:  (617)  426-4469. _ 

TRANSCRIPTION 

VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

GCN  has  so  many  fascinating  taped  interviews!!  But  we 
can’t  transcribe  ’em  as  fast  as  they  get  taped.  If  you  can 
help  out,  even  for  a  few  hours,  call  Steph  at  (617) 
426-4469. _ 

DICTIONARIES  NEEDED! 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners  is  junior  high 
school  (meaning  that  many  haven’t  even  finished 
elementary  school).  Both  because  they  have  “time”  now 
and  because  they  need  to  understand  the  pretentious 
“legalesc”  and  other  language  of  the  system,  they  need 
dictionaries. 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for  “deals”  and 
picking  up  a  few  for  us  to  send  out.  THANKS! 


PUBLICATIONS 


Mcll  Greene  Art  New  Now  Lists:  Public  $25.00.  Private 
$125.00  Secret  $25().(X)  Picasso  the  Younger.  P.O.  Box 
5727  Boston  Mass  02114.  Sets  with  color  sculpture 
A-Ink, _ _ (44) 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110. _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  M A  02139. _ (16.33) 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  balhs.  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too1) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas  N  &  S 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky,  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee,  Texas.  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut.  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont.  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St. ,  Toronto.  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES.  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Ml.  Morris,  IL  61054.  (17  36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent.  $15/11  issues.  Trial  sub:  $4/3  issues. 
oob.  Dept.  GCN,  2423  18th  St.,  NW,  Washington,  DC 
2(XX)9, _ (ex) 

WOMEN  S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA 
02181. _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black  /Out  now  available. 
1'his  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  I  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
Bl  ACk/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  Ml  48219. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $  13/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info. 
P.O.  Box  23  Somerville.  MA  02143.  (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  M  A  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (cx) 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainmen!  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48 
pages  of  erotic  Fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  S15/yr.  sub  or  $5  current  issue  to: 
ON  OUR  BACKS,  P.O.  Box  421916,  San  Francisco. 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 


PUBLICATIONS 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 


ORGANIZATIONS 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174, _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
(16.1) _ , _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info. _ (15,32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missburi,  631 18.  (7) 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 

WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 


ATTENTION  All  Prisoners!! 

A  study  is  being  done  about  whether  too 
much  pain  and  suffering  is  being  laid  on 
prisoners  by  guards  (and  other  prisoners). 
If  you  are  willing  to  help,  they  have  a  very 
simple  questionnaire  (only  15  questions) 
for  you  to  fill  out  and  send  back  to  them. 
(The  study  is  being  done  by  prisoner  sup¬ 
port  people,  NOT  by  the  “corrections” 
departments.)  Write;  Prison  Discipline 
Study,  1909  6th  St,  Sacramento  CA 
95814. 


Hairy  Bod! 

Very  nice  man  seeking  friendship.  Financially 
stable.  Love  to  receive  and  write  hot,  sexy  let¬ 
ters.  If  you  enjoy  reading  sex  novels,  just  think 
of  how  it  will  feel  getting  a  weekly  supply  of 
lacivious  letters  meant  just  for  you !  Write  John 
WELLS,  441600,  A-3-4-24,  Wynne  Unit, 
Huntsville  TX  77349. 


I  hope  GCN  can  help  me  find  a  friend  to  write 
to.  I  like  camping  in  the  woods,  swimming, 
dancing,  music,  reading,  writing,  cooking,  run¬ 
ning  around  naked  (smile),  and  lots  of  other 
things.  If  you  want  to  write,  please  do.  John 
RAMEY,  113114  (N-72),  PO  Box  699-W, 
Sneads,  FL  32460. 


I  was  elated  to  find  that  you  exist.  My  goal  in 
writing  is  to  find  intellectual  stimulation 
unavailable  from  the  Cowboy  Mentality 
around  here.  All  my  family  is  from  Boston,  so 
I’m  familiar  with  the  area.  I’m  interested  in 
philosophy  and  am  an  artist.  Please  write. 
Timothy  MORAN,  476905,  Box  16,  Lovelady 
TX  75851. 


I  am  a  Black,  gay  looking  for  a  friend.  Any 
race.  I’d  like  a  caring  relationship  and  hope  my 
seed  of  friendship  falls  into  someone’s  garden. 
Richard  READO,  96467,  Camp  J-S-3-L-8, 
Louisiana  State  Penitentiary,  Angola  LA  70712 


I’m  in  ‘protective’  custody  and  spend  22  hrs  a 
day  in  my  cell.  I’m  29  and  very  lonesome.  I’d 
like  to  write  someone  for  an  extended  period. 
My  interests  are  many  and  varied.  If  you’re 
down  to  earth  and  caring,  make  my  day  and 
write.  Thomas  BUTLER,  389367,  Rt  4  Box 
1 100,  Rosharon  TX  77583. 


I  am  a  young  blackman,  college  educated,  who 
wishes  to  form  a  serious  relationship  with 
serious  minded  individuals.  I  enjoy  your  GCN 
paper  very  much.  Thank  you.  Carlton  GOOD¬ 
WIN,  85A  2471,  PO  Box  AG,  Fallsburg  NY 
12733. 


I‘d  love  to  hear  from  gay  males  and 
‘transvestites’.  I’m  Black,  26,  and  178  lbs  of 
love.  Keith  MURRAY,  86A  9761,  Drawer  B 
Stormville  NY  12582. 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip- 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU«5522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 
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Lonely  black  gay  lesbian  25  yrs  of  age  needing  a 
companion  or  friend.  I’m  very  easy  going. 
Please  write.  Angela  DAVIS,  A498084 — 164, 
PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. 
Please  place  me  on  your  penpal  list.  I  can 
receive  mail  from  other  prisoners  too.  1  m  21, 
loveable  Leo,  weightlifter  and  poet.  1  like  all 
kinds  of  sports  and  am  a  romantic  stud.  1  love 
to  hear  from  all  races  and  ages.  Rose  TYLER, 
480420,  Rt  4  Box  800,  Gatesville  TX  76528 
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35  yr  old  gay  man  possessing  a  modicum  of 
social  graces  and  acceptable  appearance  desires 
to  correspond  with  someone.  My  interests  are 
wide  ranging  and  include  a  predisposition 
towards  the  great  outdoors  and  the  remodeling 
of  sundry  elderly  edifices  popularly  referred  to 
as  ‘Victorian’.  I  love  to  read  popular  fiction 
and  listen  to  serious  piano  music.  Philip 
GILLESPIE,  67480,  Unit  29-J,  Parchman  MS 
38m  _ 

HELP!  lost  and  desperate  TS,  pre-op 

Lonely,  no  one  to  write.  I  like  music,  soft  rock 
and  classical  and  to  read  and  I  WILL  answer  if 
you  write!  Thank  you.  ‘Beth’.  Roy  CAGLE, 
38721,  Box  2,  Lansing,  KS  66043. _ _ 

I’m  going  crazy  with  all  the  isolation  and 
secretiveness  of  my  life  here  in  these  closety 
cages.  I’m  interested  in  writing  someone  about 
feminism  (ie:  feminist  critiques  of  culture, 
politics  and  history)  and  also  bout  matriarchal 
history  and  Jungian  psychology.  In  Gaea’s 
Peaceful  Service,  Lin  ELLIOTT,  68216,  PO 
Box  B,  Florence  AZ  85232. 


Looking  for  gay  man,  20-30,  for  long  lasting 
relationship.  Will  be  getting  out  in  early  90. 
Thomas  HACKLER,  83194-071,  902  Renfroe 
Rd,  Talladega  AL  35160, 


Getting  out  soon... 

I’m  college  educated  (in  Bus.  Adm.)  &  Auto. 
Tech.  I’m  non-violent  (doing  time  for  sex  with 
a  minor),  and  will  soon  need  employment  and 
community  contacts  in  Maryland  where  I’ll  be 
on  parole.  Can  you  help  me  out  with  some  in¬ 
formation?  Whitney  Ken  HUSTER,  Box  700, 
Patuxent,  Jessup  MD  20794. 


Without  headgames  or  con  jobs,  I  would  like  to 
write  a  penpal.  I’m  friendly,  intelligent,  polite 
and  full  of  warmth.  Please  write.  Harry 
SHOUSE,  EF- 194490,  Box  396.  Hardwick  GA 
31034. 


Gay  man,  37,  lonely,  interested  in  sincere 
friendship  with  sjvecial  gay  man.  I  will 
answer  all  letters.  I’m  looking  for  a  penpal 
to  build  a  lasting  friendship  with.  Dennis 
LENNON,  95183,  Camp  J  Gar  3-R-14,  Loui- 
siana  State  Penitentiary,  Angola  LA  70712 


I  am  looking  for  Gay  penpals.  White  or  black.  Ma; 
romance.  So  what  do  you  say?  I  would  someday 
to  meet  my  sting  ray.  Thank  you.  George  SIMMONS, 
78664,  Camp  J,  Cuda  2-R-13,  Louisiana  State  Pemten- 
tiary,  Angola  LA  70712 


I  find  your  paper  very  informative  and  inspira¬ 
tional.  I  am  a  black,  23,  transsexual  who  has 
had  pre-sex  change  surgery.  Through  GCN  I 
have  found  the  help  to  make  it  thru  each  of 
these  caged  days.  I  would  love  to  have  a  true 
friend/penpal.  Dee  FARMER,  23288-037,  Box 
33,  Terre  Haute  IN  47808 _ 

I  am  very  much  interested  in  meeting  drag 
queen  models,  transvestites,  transsexuals,  etc. 
Some  of  my  interests  include  fashion  designing, 
photography,  and  video  productions.  1  am 
seeking  a  companion  for  a  longterm  relation¬ 
ship.  Affection  and  understanding  are  the  main 
factors.  I’d  like  someone  who’s  outgoing  and 
assertive,  but  who  believe  in  softness  and 
tenderness.  I  will  include  a  photo,  if  I  get  a 
photo  from  you.  Cleotis  HOLMES,  79982, 
TMSU  4-53,  Star  Rt  Box  22-B,  Tucker  AR 
72168.  _ 

HIV  positive  and  deserted 

I’m  a  25  yr  old  black  male  and  just  saw  a  copy 
of  your  GCN  newspaper.  I  Find  it  to  be  a  very 
uplifting  piece  of  happyness.  This  place  is  hell 
for  the  HIV  inmates.  We  get  no  support  from 
administration  or  inmates.  They  call  us  all 
kinds  of  names,  which  is  very  unhuman.  My 
mother  and  father  are  moving  away  from  me 
now  that  I  have  the  virus.  But  your  paper  made 
me  feel  I’m  not  in  this  Fight  alone.  I  would  like 
someone  to  write  if  I  can.  Thank  you  for  all 
you  do.  Clifford  KENDRICK,  EF-  210156  Unit 
E-24/1,  Reidsville  GA  30499. 


Prose  poet,  very  sensitive,  gentle  natured, 
draw,  paint,  love  outdoors,  vegetarian.  Black, 
Gay,  passive  and  active.  Seeking  mature,  sen¬ 
sitive,  broadminded,  kind,  person.  Race  unim¬ 
portant.  Little  or  no  facial  hair.  Settled  type. 
Willie  REDD.  40710,  U/24-A,  Parchman  MS 
38738. 


If  looks  and  age  isn’t  a  hangup,  and  you 
would  like  to  hear  from  a  caring  person,  then 
take  a  few  moments  to  down  me  a  line.  Don’t 
let  the  walls  keep  us  apart.  There  is  too  much 
loneliness  in  the  world  the  way  it  is  now.  Write 
me  and  make  your  day  a  little  brighter  too. 
Terry  BLEVINS,  03663-030,  Box  1000,  Milan 
MI  48160. 


Is  it  any  Real  Gay  Oueens  left  in  the  free  world 
that  ain’t  off  into  nead  Games  because  I  am 
lookin  for  some  Real  People  in  the  Gay  World 
that  is  lonely  as  I  am.  Frederick  DAVIDSON, 
157267,  PO  Box  900,  Jefferson  City  MO  65102. 


I‘m  Gay,  all  top,  know  bottom.  In  other  words 
All  Man.  I’m  6’9”,  2801bs,  into  weightlifting, 
rockmusic,  dancing,  reading,  cooking,  garden¬ 
ing,  and  I  could  use  a  friend  to  correspond  with 
in  my  life.  Alfred  MacNEIL,  233144  (N-56), 
PO  Box  699-W,  Sneads  FL  32460. 
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Boston  □  AIDS  Awareness  Panel.  Sponsored  by  Nor¬ 
theastern  U.  Speakers  include  Dr.  Alvaro  Ocampo,  Denise 
Rouse,  as  well  as  two  people  with  AIDS.  Ell  Center  Ballroom. 
7pm.  437-2004. 

Boston  □  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  meets  at 
GCN,  62  Berkeley,  near  Back  Bay  and  Arlington  T-stops. 
6:30pm.  Bi-weekly.  Info:  Carla,  524-3370. 

28  Sunday 

Boston  □  Memorial  Mass  for  PWAs  who  have  died.  Arl¬ 
ington  St.  Church.  351  Boylston  St.  5:30pm.  227-5794. 

Boston  □  Alliance  of  Mass.  Asian  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 

discuss  "Coming  Together  &  Celebrating  Our  Heritage." 
Potluck.  80  Fenway,  Apt.  No.  51.  262-6670.  Asian  only. 

Weekly  events 
Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  new  train¬ 
ing  session  for  hotline.  617/492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  SANCHIN  Women’s  School  of  Karate  and 
Self  Defense  for  women  of  all  ages,  abilities.  YWCA,  7  Temple 
St.  3-5pm.  T.-Th.  6-8pm.  547-3889. 

Boston  □  Women's  Self-Defense  Collective  presents 

Women's  Self-Defense  Classes.  All  ages,  abilities.  Wed. 
eves..  Sat.  afternoons.  574-9433. 


Please  note:  Calendar  listings  must  be  receiv¬ 
ed  by  the  Monday  before  the  week  of  the 
event  Photos  are  encouraged.  Please  specify 
if  your  event  is  or  is  not  wheelchair  accessible 
and/or  sign  language  interpreted.  Please  use 
our  format  as  a  guide  for  your  press  releases 
and  put  each  event  on  a  separate  sheet  if 
possible. 


1 3  Saturday 

Cambridge  □  Fifth  Conference  on  Bisexuality.  Harvard 
University.  $40.  Childcare,  ASL  interpretation  and  scholarships 
available.  Thru  5/14.  For  info  call  247-6683. 

Dorchester  □  Dorchester  Int’l  Women's  Day  Commit¬ 
tee  Fundraiser  Brunch,  print  sale  and  auction  to  support  Ellen 
Shub's  photographing  the  women's  convoy  to  Central  America. 
Bring  trash  and  treasures  to  the  Old  South  Church,  645  Boylston. 

1 1 -2pm. 

Boston  □  Girth  and  Mirth  monthly  social.  At  Hill  House,  74 
Joy  Street  on  Beacon  Hill.  8pm.  Members  $4/non-members  $6. 

846-8442. 

Cambridge  □  Women,  Money,  and  Social  Responsibili¬ 
ty.  The  Boston  Women's  Fund  sponsors  a  conference  on  socially 
responsible  investment.  Gloria  Steinem  keynote  speaker. 
Cronkhite  Graduate  Center,  Raddiffe  College,  6  Ash  St.  9-5pm. 
$75/90  at  door.  542-5955. 

Boston  □  Edges:  The  Faces  of  AIDS  by  Mary  Good.  Also, 
recent  color  photographs  by  Kevin  Viens.  On  religious  oppres¬ 
sion,  gay  culture,  and  fashion.  Bromfield  Gallery,  90  South  St. 
Thru  May  27.  451-3605. 


19  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and  meet 
new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay 
T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 


Boston  □  Lesbian  teachers/administrators  potluck.  New 
group  for  support,  socializing.  6:30pm.  Info:  625-6364. 


Boston  □  New  work  by  Lesbian,  Bisexual,  Gay  Artists. 

Deadline  date  for  entries.  Exhibit  will  coincide  with  Boston  Pride 
week.  Info:  437-7749. 


Boston  □  Roommates,  a  film  about  a  long-term  friendship 
between  two  women  by  Leila  Streiff  at  7:30pm.  Wild  Women 
Don’t  Have  the  Blues  by  Christine  Dali  at  9pm.  Museum  of 
Fine  Arts,  part  of  N.E.  Film  &  Video  Fest. 


20  Saturday 

Cambridge  □  Cheryl  Wheeler  in  concert.  Bobbi  Carmitchell 
opens  the  show.  Paine  Hall  at  Harvard  U.  7:30pm.  $12.50/13.50 
door.  661-1252. 


Boston  □  Sticks,  Stones  and  Stereotypes.  Boston  premiere 
of  documentary  about  name-calling  and  homophobia  to  benefit 
the  Gay/Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau.  Jim  Vetter  and  Evi  Seidman  also 
perform.  Mass  College  of  Art  Tower  Auditorium,  621  Hun¬ 
tington  Ave.  8pm.  $10/12.00  door.  354-0133. 


Cambridge  □  Alliance  of  Mass.  Asian  Lesbians  and  Gay 

Men  and  GAMIT  co-sponsor  Spring  Moon  Dance.  Walker 
Memorial  Hall,  MIT.  9pm.  $4.  All  welcome.  499-9535. 


ible.  354-0133. 


Roxbury  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the  AIDS 
crisis.  Room  345,  Bldg.  3,  Roxbury  Community  College.  7pm. 
49-ACT  UP. 


Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women's  Rap.  5/16,  Coming  Out 
Again.  5/23,  Representations  of  Bisexuality.  5/30,  Myth  of  bisex¬ 
ual  promiscuity.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30- 1  Opm. 
354-8807. 


Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  5/16,  Lesbian  Fashion. 
5/23,  Counteracting  homophobia.  5/30,  Picnic  at  Magazine 
Beach.  7-8:30pm.  The  Women’s  Center  (see  above). 

Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety.  A  self  help  group  for 
women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women's  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807 


Wednesday 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass.  General 
Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7:30pm.  259-1559. 

Boston  □  New  group  forming  for  Lesbians  who  have  been 
sexually  harassed  at  work.  Wed.  or  Th.  492-7273. 


Cambridge  □  “Say  it,  Sister!"  WMBR,  88.1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Women  in  the  Building  Trades.  Free  introduc¬ 
tory  workshops  for  women  interested  in  union  job  opportunities 
&  apprenticeships.  241  Saint  Botolph  St.  6-8pm.  266-2338. 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T.,  Building 
66.  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  661-7737. 


20  Saturday  □  The  Boston 
premiere  of  Sticks,  Stones, 
and  Stereotypes,  a  video 
documentary  about  homo¬ 
phobia  and  namecalling.  (See 
review,  p.  7).  Benefit  for  the 
Gay/ Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau 
Tower  Auditorium,  Mass. 
College  of  Art,  621  Hun¬ 
tington  Ave.,  Boston.  8pm. 
$I0/$I2.  Wheelchair  access- 


Northampton  □  Shelix-A  Woman  To  Woman  S/M  sup¬ 
port  group  meets  to  discuss  "Worship."  413/584-7616. 

Boston  □  Desert  Hot:  dance  benefit  for  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center.  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts,  539  Tremont 
St.  $12  advanced  1 5  door.  267-7573. 

14  Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Men  of  All  Colors  Together  panel  on  inter¬ 
racial  dating.  Phillips  Brooks  House  in  Harvard  Yard.  All 
welcome.  I -5pm.  266-4378. 

15  Monday 

Boston  □  Fenway  Gay  Friends  and  Neighbors  Potluck. 

7pm.  Wayne,  353-1925. 

16  Tuesday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian/Gay  Neighbors  get-together  at 
Doyle's  Cafe,  Washington  St.  327-5669. 

17  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Marge  Piercy  benefit  reading  for  Mass.  Choice. 
African  Meeting  blouse,  46  Joy  Street.  7:30pm.  $20  reading/$50 
includes  reception.  720-1880. 

18  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome.  Proofread¬ 
ing  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley  St.  near  Arl¬ 
ington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

Boston  □  City  Hall  CoaJition  discusses  civil  rights  bill 
strategies.  Piemonte  Room,  Boston  City  Hall.  7pm.  983-0815. 

Brookline  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Planning  Commit¬ 
tee  meeting.  All  welcome.  87  St.  Mary's  St.  7pm.  232-1716. 

Boston  □  Children  of  the  Left  Documentary  about 
Americans  bom  in  the  '40s  whose  parents  were/ are  members  of 
the  Communist  Party.  By  Eric  Stange.  Museum  of  Fine  Arts. 
9pm.  Part  of  New  England  Film  &  Video  Festival. 


Boston  □  Boston  Prime  Timers  monthly  meeting.  At 
Lindemann  Health  Center,  25  Stamford  St.  2-4pm.  262-8685. 

Keene,  N.H.  □  AIDS  Quilt  on  display,  Studio  Theater, 
Keene  State  College.  Free.  Sponsored  by  Monadnock  AIDS  Pro¬ 
ject.  357-0979. 

21  Sunday 

Boston  □  Charley  Shively  reads  from  Drum  Beats:  Walt 
Whitman's  Civil  War  Boy  Lovers.  Glad  Day  Bookstore,  673 
Boylston  St.  6pm.  267-3010. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Jamaica  Plain  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Neighbors  open  house.  Call  Julie,  522-8768. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Am  Tikva  at  the  Arboretum.  Meet  at 
main  gate  at  1:30pm.  Cancelled  if  rain.  782-8894. 

Boston  □  Downtown  Lesbian  Neighbor  Group  first  an¬ 
niversary  dinner.  Joan  266-5169. 

Lowell  □  Gay  in  the  Merrimack  Valley  monthly  potluck. 
First  Grace  Church,  225  Stedman.  6pm.  508/452-4686. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Film/Video  Party  to  benefit  Astraea 
Foundation.  "Choosing  Children,"  "Int'l  Sweethearts  of 
Rhythm,"  "Prescription  for  Change"  plus  previews  of  “The 
Audre  Lorde  Film,"  “A  Question  of  Color,”  and 
“Desaparecidos."  Sponsored  by  Nicole  Hollander  Affinity 
Group.  4-7pm.  More  info:  524-1793. 

Brookline  □  Poetry  reading  with  Rosario  Morales,  Grace 

Paley,  Kate  Rushin  99  High  St.  7pm.  Buffet  supper  at  6pm. 
$25-50.  Sponsored  by  Boston  Committee  of  Women's  Convoy 
to  Central  America.  436-8922. 

24  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Prison  AIDS/HIV  Task  Force  meets.  New 
members  needed,  especially  people  with  medial,  legal  and/or 
eduational  experience  who  are  willing  to  work  on  projects  in¬ 
volving  PWAs,  PWARCs,  and  HIV  positive  people  in  Mass, 
prisons.  AIDS  Action  Committee,  131  Clarendon  St.,  Rm.  501. 6 
pm.  Info:  Mike.  426-4469. 


Boston  □  Body  Electric:  Healing  with  group  sensual  massage 
for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  551  Tremont.  7:30pm.  $12.  522-9164. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 

(BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
2-5pm.  354-6658. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus  Ave. 
7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Boston  □  "Boston’s  Other  Voice,”  radio  for  gay/lesbian 
community  with  Peter  Stickel.  5/14,  HIV  infection  among 
hemophiliacs.  5/21,  Liz  Page  and  discussion  of  safe  sex.  1 1  pm. 
WROR  98.5  FM. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland  Rd. 
7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  5/15,  S/M.  5/22,  Lesbian 
theories.  5/29,  Holiday.  Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St. 
8- 1  Opm.  Free.  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  holds 
bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  142  Memorial  Drive,  room  306. 
7pm.  776-6956. 

Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for  Adult 
Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital.  8:30-I0pm.  Intake 
interview  required.  522-5800  xl908. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  A  Marchi  ng  Band .  No 

audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St.  7:15pm.  Joe 
625-3304,  Zoe  396-2989. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-UP/Rhode  Island  open  meetings. 
Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  Bill,  782-9063. 


Thursday 

Boston  □  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee.  Bi-weekly  through 
May.  Arlington  St.  Church,  comer  of  Arlington  and  Boylston  Sts. 
6pm.  451-9003. 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd  Th. 
every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22  Main  St. 
7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors’  Group  for  women.  New 
England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd.  5-6:30pm.  Sara  Eps¬ 
tein,  979-702S. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in  group 
for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group,  Women's 
Center.(see  above)  7:30-9:30. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Pride  Committee  meets  first 
Thursday  of  every  month.  City  Hall,  room  801  at  7pm.  232-1716 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Wortester  support  group  for  HIV 
positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to  all  lesbians,  gay 
men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana  508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair  Salon, 
528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  group  on  Death  and 

Grief.  Short-term.  Women's  center  (see  above).  7pm. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse  5/19,  Laura 
Wetiler  in  concert  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
8-midnight.  354-8807. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
NAOMI  STEIN 


S.W.O.N. songs  —  A  1940s  Homefront  Caba¬ 
ret.  Written  and  directed  by  Ron  Jenkins.  With 
Kathy  St.  George,  Bobbie  Steinbach,  Jodi  Capeless, 
Kathryn  Woods,  and  Sally  Schwager.  At  the 
Charlestown  Working  Theater,  Charlestown, 
Mass.  Through  May  21. 

By  Pam  Mitchell 

t  was  one  of  those  gorgeous  spring  days 
that  New  England  isn’t  noted  for,  so  my 
friend  and  I  were  mournful  when  it  came 
time  for  the  matinee  of  S.  W.O.N. songs  to 
begin.  We  tore  ourselves  away  from  our 
spot  in  the  sun  in  the  Sullivan  Square  com¬ 
munity  gardens  and  went  next  door  to  the 
converted  fire  station  that  houses  the 
Charlestown  Working  Theater.  In  contrast 
to  the  airy,  chandeliered  ambiance  of  the 
theaters  down  on  Tremont  Street,  the  en¬ 
vironment  at  this  low-budget  community 
theater  could  charitably  be  called  minimal¬ 
ist;  under  the  circumstances,  we  felt  like  we 
were  crawling  into  a  cave.  So  embittered  was 
1  by  this  sacrifice  of  life  to  art  that  1  was 
already  composing  a  nasty  review  in  my 
head  before  we  even  sat  down  in  our  uncom¬ 
fortable  little  wooden  chairs,  joining  a 
meagre  audience  of  other  theatergoers  who 
unaccountably  preferred  cave  life  to  tulips 
and  the  smell  of  new  grass. 

But  now,  after  laughing  and  crying  and 
singing  along  with  the  unforgettable  cast  of 
five  “SWONs” 
(Shipbuilding 
Women  of  the 
Navy),  1  can’t  seem  to  remember  any  of  the 
mean  things  I  was  going  to  say  about  them. 
Pretty  days  may  come  and  go,  but  a  play 
that  mixes  good  fun  with  good  politics,  that 
fills  the  stage  with  butchettes  of  various  sizes 
and  colors  —  each  in  overalls,  handy  with  heavy 
machinery,  and  heavy  into  female  bonding 
—  that,  to  mix  a  metaphor,  is  something 
that  sticks  to  your  ribs. 

How  often,  after  all,  do  we  get  to  see  a 
stage  handed  over  to  a  bunch  of  working- 
class  women  who  bring  along  their  lived-in 
faces,  round  bellies,  and  to-the-point  tale- 
telling.styles?  When  do  I  ever  get  to  review 
something  that’s  set  in  a  women’s  work¬ 
place,  with  all  that  goes  with  the  territory: 
the  bonding  against  the  boss,  the  giddiness 
under  pressure,  the  capacity  to  turn  tedium 
into  art  so  we  don’t  go  crazy?  Where  else  am 
1  going  to  watch  three  women  in  coveralls 


hindsig 


Shipbuilding  women  in  SWONsongs  (L-R):  Bobbie  Steinbach,  Kathy  St.  George,  Jodi  Capeless,  Sally 
Schwager  and  Kathryn  Woods 

Where  else  can  you  watch 
three  women  in  coveralls 
singing  If  I  Were  the 
Queen  of  the  Shipyard?’ 

The  unforgettable  S.W.O.N. songs  is  based  on  oral 
histories  of  women  veterans  of  the  Navy 


and  “safety  shoes”  dancing  around  on  scaf¬ 
folding  and  singing  “The  Forklift  with  the 
Fringe  on  Top”  and  “If  I  Were  the  Queen 
of  the  Shipyard”?  (To  stave  off  boredom, 
the  women  on  the  line  rewrite  the  lyrics  of 
the  pop  tunes  of  the  time  —  who  among  us 


hasn’t  done  the  same?) 

These  women  are  —  to  borrow  a  friend  of 
mine’s  ultimate  compliment  —  really  regu¬ 
lar:  a  bunch  of  hometown  girls  entertaining 
themselves.  Writer/director  Ron  Jenkins 
has  us  convinced  that  what  we’re  doing  is 


hanging  out  having  a  blast  with  these  very 
likable  folks  from  the  neighborhood  — 
characters  based  on  actual  oral  histories  of 
women  veterans  of  the  Charlestown  Navy 
Shipyard  a  few  blocks  away.  Meanwhile, 
he’s  slipping  in  a  running  commentary  on 
local  history  and  popular  culture  of  the  ’40s 
(aided  by  still  photos  from  the  era  projected 
on  a  screen  on  stage,  by  reenacted  radio 
broadcasts,  and  by  tunes,  tunes,  tunes). 
And,  most  importantly,  he’s  showing  how 
the  victory  of  “our  boys”  overseas  got  turn¬ 
ed  into  a  bum  deal  for  women  and  African 
Americans  on  the  homefront.  Though  this  is 
not  the  most  polished  production  in  the 
world,  its  flaws  —  occasional  flubbed  lines, 
some  awkward  set  movements,  one  embar¬ 
rassingly  weak  singing  voice  and  a  couple 
that  are  merely  adequate  —  almost  seem  to 
contribute  to  its  engaging  informality  and 
accessibility. 

Just  like  in  real  life,  there’s  a  scene-stealer 
in  every  crowd:  in  this  case,  actress  Kathryn 
Woods  stands  out  both  for  her  wonderfully 
bluesy  vocals  and  for  her  ability  to  breathe 
life  into  the  overwritten  role  of  Ethel.  As  the 
play’s  one  Black  character,  Ethel,  a  domes¬ 
tic  worker  turned  welder,  is  called  upon 
single-handedly  to  embody  a  cynical  at¬ 
titude  toward  pop  culture,  a  healthy  dis¬ 
regard  for  domesticity,  a  perspective  on 
class  and  race,  a  feminist  analysis,  a  clair¬ 
voyance  about  what’s  in  store  for  all  of  them 
when  the  boys  come  home,  and  an  indefatig¬ 
able  ability  to  keep  up  everyone  else’s 
morale.  I’d  like  to  assume  the  playwright 
meant  this  character  to  be  a  commentary  on 
the  white  fantasy  of  the  Strong  Black 
Woman  rather  than  yet  another  uncon¬ 
scious  embodiment  of  that  fantasy,  but  I’m 
not  altogether  convinced. 

In  general,  though,  despite  my  “don’t  say 
anything  if  you  can’t  say  anything  critical” 
approach  to  review-writing,  I  have  to  admit 
that  I  rather  thoroughly  enjoyed  myself. 
SWONsongs  may  not  be  a  transcendent 
piece  of  Theater-with-a-capital-T.  But  it 
does  provide  ample  good  cheer  and  humor 
at  no  one’s  expense.  At  the  same  time  it  gives 
voice  to  that  generation  of  independent  and 
capable  women  who  were  forced  back  into  un¬ 
paid  kitchen  duty  and  underpaid  typing  pools 
after  proving  to  themselves  that  they  could  do 
and  be  so  much  more.  □ 


THE  WITCHES 
RETURN: 


PATRIARCHY  ON  TRIAL 

A  Dramatic  Indictment  of 
Gynocide:  1989 


Wild  Witches  expose  and  condemn  the  massacre  of 
Women's  minds,  bodies  and  spirits. 

INTERNATIONAL  HEXING 
is  followed  by 

A  CELEBRATION  OF  ECSTACY 

featuring: 

MARY  DALY 

JOYCE  CONTRUCCI 
EMILY  CULPEPPER 
JULIA  PENELOPE 
DIANA  BEGUINE 
BONNIE  MANN 

THE  NORTHAMPTON  SINGERS 
MELISSA  FLETCHER 
GAIL  DINES 

the  accused  include: 

priests,  pornographers,  academics,  rapists,  serial  killers,  &  a  sup¬ 
porting  cast  of  common  snools 


Tickets  $7-10 

Advance  tickets  $8.00 


Sanders  Auditorium 
Harvard  University 
Sunday,  May  14,  1989  7pm 

for  more  information  phone:  (617)  254-0407 
Tickets  are  available  at  NEW  WORDS,  CLAD  DAY,  OUT-OF-TOWN 


TICKETS,  ARBORWAY  VIDEO  &  SOUND 
&  LUNARIA  BOOKSTORE  (in  Northampton) 
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Dear  Friend, 

Thank  you  for  your  support  and  interest  in  our  new  club  for 
women.  As  in  all  businesses,  the  first  weeks  are  the  most  difficult. 
Step  one  was  the  initial  opening  and  a  lot  of  time  and  energy  was  in¬ 
vested  in  making  that  happen.  It  is  now  time  for  us  to  refocus. 

It  has  been  brought  to  our  attention  that  some  find  the  name 
"Secrets"  offensive.  Please  understand,  it  was  not  our  intention  to 
portray  lesbianism  as  something  that  should  remain  hidden.  Our 
thought  was  that  a  secret  could  be  a  positive  and  exciting  thing. 
Think,  if  you  would,  about  an  unsigned  Valentine  or  a  well  wrapped 
present  —  both  are  secrets.  It  was  with  these  feelings  in  mind  that  our 
original  decision  was  made.  However,  in  response  to  your  views,  we 
have  officially  changed  the  name  to  INDIGO  —  A  Club  for  Women. 
We  sincerely  regret  any  negative  impressions  or  feelings  the  name 
"Secrets"  may  have  inspired. 

Allow  us  now  to  clear  up  the  issue  of  when  INDIGO  is  open.  Cur¬ 
rently  our  hours  are  Thursday,  8PM-2AM  (admission  $3);  Friday, 
4PM-2AM  (admission  $5)  and  Saturday,  9PM-2AM  (admission 
$5/lower  level  only).  We  will  also  be  open  on  Sundays  before  a  Mon¬ 
day  holiday  (next  is  Memorial  Day,  May  28,  8PM-2AM).  Beginning  in 
June,  our  hours  will  also  include  Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays,  8PM- 
1AM.  And  come  July,  Thursday  and  Saturday  nights  will  be  multi- 
leveled  with  Fridays  occupying  the  lower  level  only. 

Live  entertainment  has  been  arranged  for  May  including:  JESS 
LEARY,  WENDY  SOBEL  &  SALLY  KROWN  on  Saturday,  May  13  at 
7:30PM.  Tickets  are  $7  for  the  show  or  $9  for  show/dancing.  Comic 
LEA  DeLARIA  (of  Dos  Lesbos  fame)  will  be  performing  on  Thursday, 
May  1 7  at  7:30PM.  Tickets  are  $6  (show  only)  and  $8  (show/dancing). 
And  don'tforget,  on  Saturday,  June  10  (Gay  Pride  Day),  INDIGO  will 
offer  a  buffet  and  dancing  from  12NOON-2AM. 

Our  display  of  women's  art,  on  the  lower  level,  will  continue  and 
special  events  are  in  the  works  including:  a  fashion  show,  a  body 
building  contest,  an  AIDS  Action  benefitand  ourversion  ofTheGong 
Show.  We  are  also  putting  together  a  light  menu  and  an  extended  list 
of  non-alcoholic  beverages.  Also,  look  for  regularly  scheduled  enter¬ 
tainment  coming  soon  on  Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays. 

We  hope  this  letter  has  helped  answer  your  questions  and  con¬ 
cerns.  A  suggestion  box  has  been  installed  in  the  club  because  we 
want  to  hear  from  you.  Again,  thank  you  for  your  interest  and  sup¬ 
port. 

Sincerely, 

INDIGO  —  A  Club  for  Women 
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